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“Angels Guard 
My Slumbers” 


The Lord Jesus took Ruthie Mae 
Schriefer to her heavenly home to play 
with the angels, April 12, 1958. 

On March 23 she was in our car 
in front of Our Savior Church in 
Salinas, Calif., while I was getting Janet 
from the nursery. 

Ruthie evidently found a book of 
matches in the glove compartment and 
managed to “turn one on,” as she said. 

The flame ignited her clothing. She 
ran into church. 

She was rushed to the Salinas Hos- 
pital by car. Third-degree burns cov- 
ering from 40 to 50% of her little body 
did not mar her face. 

She came out of the state of shock; 
her kidneys started functioning. Both 
were encouraging signs to us. For the 
next five days she seemed to hold her 
own. Then she was transferred to the 
Navy Hospital in Oakland for plastic 
surgery. 

On April 8 Ruthie was taken to the 
operating room for removal of some 
dead tissue. The night before she had 
prayed: 

Dear Father in heaven, 

Look down from above, 

Bless Daddy, Mother, 

Ruthie, Wally, Janet, 

And those whom I love. 

May angels guard over my slumbers 

and when 

The morning is breaking awake me. 

Amen. 


Martin, 


Please, Lord Jesus, make Ruthie’s 
legs better again. Forgive me my sins. 
Good night, Lord Jesus. Amen. 


Ruth Mae Schriefer, when she was 
three years old 


She also sang two stanzas from her 
bedtime hymns, “Ah, Dearest Jesus, 
Holy Child,” and “Lord Jesus, Who 
Dost Love Me.” 

She recited the Ten Commandments. 
I read Sunday school papers to her. 

During her first week in the hospital 
she asked for the pastor and her Sun- 
day school teacher. One evening she 
said to me, “Tell Lord Jesus to come 
down from the sky.” 

After surgery on Tuesday she was 
placed in an oxygen tent. The next 
day at noon she ran a 108.6-degree 
temperature, which the doctors and 
nurses lowered as quickly as possible, 
but she went into a semicoma from 
which she never recovered. 

We just can’t seem to realize that 
Ruthie is not outside playing and will 
be coming in soon, but we are com- 
forted in knowing that she is with her 
dear Savior in heaven. 


RUTH SCHRIEFER 
Monterey, Calif. 


THE COVER 


“The phone call came from the YWCA. 

““The kids play right out there on the 
roof — just about every day. I can see 
them out of my window,’ the young lady 
said. ‘You ought to get a picture.’ ” 

This explanation behind the May 25 
cover photo on the Roto section of the 
Akron Beacon Journal appears in connec- 
tion with a pictorial spread of the roof-top 
playground. 

Yes, the youngsters did play on the 
roof, a teacher at Zion Lutheran School 
told the newspaper. She seemed surprised 


that the reporter was surprised. “Safe from 
cars, surrounded by high, safe walls — 
why not?” she added. 


“Why not indeed,” the paper stated. 
“It would still make a picture. So Roto 
photographer Bill Samaras, after trying 
various windows and a piece of ledge sev- 
eral stories up in the YWCA, got the 
picture.” 


When there was no room to build a 


ground-level playground, it went up — 
like the American skyscraper. 


“This deck playground has proved very! 
satisfactory and is being used diligently,” 
writes the pastor, Dr. Ottomar Krueger, 
who is also President of the Central Dis- 
trict. 


Zion’s educational-recreational building 
was dedicated in 1955. “We have now 
had several years of experience with this 
type of recreational facility,’ states the 
pastor. “Besides the roof playground we 
also have our large auditorium-gymnasium, 
which is used by the children in inclement 
weather. Zion Lutheran School is the only 


Christian day school of our church in this 
area.” 


Right teachers instruct 255 pupils of the 


day school. Rev. Karl Krueger is associate 
pastor. 


acy 


‘ a News of the Church in the World 


Three Canadian Districts of Synod Form 
Federation Called “Lutheran Church in Canada” 


The three Canadian Districts affili- 
ated with The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod voted to form a federa- 
tion called the “Lutheran Church in 
Canada.” 

Delegates and representatives of the 
Alberta and British Columbia District, 
the Manitoba and Saskatchewan Dis- 
trict, the Ontario Dis- 
trict, and the English 
District approved the 
action at a conference 
held in Winnipeg, 
September 11 and 12. 

The relationship of 
the three Canadian 
Districts with the Mis- 
_souri Synod remains 
unaltered. 

“The federated or- 
- ganization purports to 
represent the Cana- 
dian church in public 
relations and united action in dealing 
with the commonwealth or provinces,” 
said Vice-President Herman A. Harms, 
who represented Synod’s Praesidium at 
this meeting in Winnipeg. 

The formative conference of the Lu- 
theran Church in Canada passed a reso- 
lution instructing its Board of Directors 
to draft overtures asking for Synod’s 
help in establishing a seminary in 
Canada. Toronto and Winnipeg were 
suggested as possible sites for the term- 
inal training school for pastors. These 
overtures will be presented to the San 
Francisco Convention of Synod. 

Dr. Albert H. Schwermann, president 
of Concordia, Edmonton, 1921—1955, 
was elected first President of the new 
federation; Rev. Arne Kristo, Port 

Credit, Ont., Vice-President; Rev. M. F. 
Pollex, Hamilton, Ont., Secretary; Clar- 
ence Kuhnke, Winnipeg, Treasurer; and 
David Appelt, Saskatoon, member at 
large. 

The three Districts have a combined 
membership of 73,000 in six provinces. 


DrvAa: 
Schwermann 


Seven Synods Meet 


Prior to the conference of the three 
Missouri Synod Districts, leaders of all 
seven synods of Canadian Lutheranism 
gathered in Winnipeg for a meeting to 
explore the necessities for true Lutheran 
union. 
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“Every genuine Lutheran wants Lu- 
theran solidarity because he believes it 
will be advantageous to the preaching 
of the pure Gospel,” Rev. W. O. 
Rathke, President of Synod’s Ontario 
District, told the exploratory confer- 
ence. “This Lutheran unity can be es- 
tablished only on the basis of divine 
truth. To pursue union simply for the 
sake of Lutheran togetherness is to pur- 
sue a will-o’-the-wisp which will lead 
into quagmires of controversies and 
conflicts.” 

Delegates of the 240,000 constituents 
in the seven Lutheran bodies voted to 
meet again next year to pursue further 
exploration. 


Minnesota District 
Seeks to Divide 


The Minnesota District convention, 
held at St. Paul in August, endorsed an 
overture asking for formation of a new 
synodical district in northwestern Min- 
nesota, if the San Francisco convention 
of Synod gives its approval. 

Under the proposed division the 
northwestern Minnesota district would 
have 127 congregations, 72 pastors, and 
about 27,000 members. The mother 


district would have 322 congregations, 
223 pastors, and 141,000 members. 


wh ® 


NLPTL-LEA Convention Committee, 1—r.: Walter Hartkopf, principal, St. Luke’s 


NLPTL Opposes 
Immoral Films 


The National Lutheran  Parent- 
Teacher League urged its members to 
avoid patronizing establishments or 
programs — movies, TV shows, pub- 
lications, and other means of com- 
munication — that offend Christian 
moral standards and to make proper 
contacts locally to effect improvement. 

The resolution was adopted by the 
convention of the NLPTL-Lutheran 
Education Association at Concordia 
Teachers College in River Forest, IIl., 
in August. The convention registered 
463 delegates and visitors. 

Dr. Theodore C. Schwan, Valpa- 
raiso University chemistry professor, 
was elected first vice-president of the 
league, which has increased to 543 
affiliated societies; Mrs. Alma M. Ku- 
biak, Indianapolis, secretary; Walter 
H. Hartkopf, Chicago, was re-elected to 
the NLPTL Council. 

Prof. W. A. Stuenkel, Milwaukee; 
Prof. David Schuller, St. Louis; Dr. 
John Klotz, River Forest; and Paul 
Simon, Troy, Ill., were the speakers. 

Robert H. Schlesselmann is presi- 
dent of the 1,800-member LEA, and 
Frank H. Sorgatz, Saginaw, Mich., 
NLPTL president. 

Mrs. Lucille Klaas was engaged as 
business manager for the NLPTL office 
at 852 Wall St., St. Louis 15, Mo. 


School, Chicago; Rev. Paul Roeder, Bethany Church, Chicago; Mrs. Myrtle 
Zuncker, NLPTL vice-president, Wauwatosa, Wis.; E. Krueger, principal, Timothy 
School, Chicago; Robert H. Schlesselmann, residence director, Lutheran Child 
Welfare Association, Addison, IIl., and LEA president. 
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ST. JOHN’S NEW SCHOOL BUILDING, LOMBARD, ILL., doubles the class- 


ic: News of the Church in the World 
> 


room facilities for the day school, provides new church and school offices, and 
a gymnasium-auditorium seating 600. The old school building, completely reno- 


vated, was incorporated into the new structure. 


Deaconess Conference 
Meets at Valparaiso 


The 24th Annual Lutheran Deaco- 
ness Conference met for worship and 
inspiration in Lutheran Deaconess Hall, 
Valparaiso, Ind., early this summer. 

The conference raised $3,600 to fur- 
nish the chapel in the new Deaconess 
Hall. 

Workshop presentations in counsel- 
ing and comforting, evangelism, and 
youth work, were presented by Deaco- 
nesses Frieda Bremermann, Mildred 
Evenson, and Prof. Walter Reimer, di- 
rector of the youth-leadership training 
program at Valparaiso University. 

The conference voted to start a 
special fund to commemorate next year 
the 25th anniversary of the Annual 
Deaconess Conference and the 40th an- 
niversary of the diaconate in the Mis- 
souri Synod and affiliated bodies. 

Deaconess Louise Rathke, home on 
furlough, showed slides of her work in 
the mission field in South India. 

Honored at the conference were 
Anna Schrader, for 30 years of service 
as a deaconess; Marie Bliefnick, Chris- 
tine Seckel, and Katherine Laesch, 25 
years; Martha Boss and Frieda Bremer- 
mann, 20 years. 

Dr. John Klotz of River Forest spoke 
on “The Christian and Modern Sci- 
ence”; Rey. Edgar Alberts, Indianapolis, 
led the Bible-study topic, “The Proy- 
idence of God”; and Dr. Martin Marty, 
Chicago, spoke on “The Church and the 
Changing Scene.” 
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Dedication was September 7. 


Wunderlich Directs Music 
At Iowa Lutheran Center 


Robert Wunderlich of Berkeley, 
Calif., became director of music and 
education at Memorial Lutheran Church 
and Student Center in Ames, Iowa, this 
fall. 

After earning his degree in electrical 
engineering at the University of Cali- 
fornia in 1947, Mr. Wunderlich, the son 
of a parochial school teacher, began 
academic study in the field of his avoca- 
tion: music. This past summer he re- 
ceived his Master’s degree in Musicol- 
ogy from the University of California, 
where he had been assistant director of 
the University Chorus since 1954 and 
also director of music at the University 
Lutheran Chapel in Berkeley. In addi- 
tion he assisted Dr. Don Deffner in the 
chapel’s campus program. 

For three years he directed the choir 
for the California District Walther 
League convention. 

Mrs. Wunderlich is an 
decorator. 


interior 


Construction Foreman 
Studies for Ministry 


Willard A. Klugow, 40, has left a 
position as foreman in construction 
work for the Erickson Petroleum Cor- 
poration of Minneapolis to study for 
the ministry. He is attending the 
Springfield seminary. 

“The full-time work in the church 
has been a long desire of mine,” 
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Mr. Klugow said at the North Wiscon- | 


sin District convention, where he was | 
a delegate representing Zion Church in | 


Turtle Lake. 


“I thought I was too old to study for | 
the ministry,” he added, “until I learned | 
that others the same age as I have en- | 
rolled in the seminary. I mentioned my 
desire to my pastor, Rev. H. Winter, | 
with the result that today I am thank- | 
ful to the Lord I am now privileged to | 
begin preparations for work in His. 


kingdom.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Klugow have three 
children: David, 16; William, 10; and 
Charée, 4. 


“Christian Century” 
Editor Named 
Seminary President 


Dr. Theodore A. Gill, 38, managing 
editor of the Christian Century, was | 


elected president of San _ Francisco 
Theological Seminary in San Anselmo, 
Calif. He will assume his new post in 
November as head of the seminary 
which is affiliated with the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. 
Associated with the Century since 
1955, Dr. Gill will continue his rela- 
tionship with the undenominational 
weekly as a contributing editor. 


Historic Site Area of 


“Old Swedes” Church 
To Be Improved 


President Eisenhower signed into 
law a bill to clear slum dwellings 
and old commercial structures  sur- 
rounding historic Gloria Dei Church 
(Episcopal) in Philadelphia, Pa., and in- 
sure its preservation as a national his- 
toric site. 

The bill authorizes the Department 
of the Interior to purchase all land in 
the vicinity of the church. Decrepit 
buildings nearby will be razed and the 
area turned into a park. 

Founded in 1642 as a Swedish Lu- 
theran church, “Old Swedes” stands on 
the corner of Washington Avenue and 
Water Street in one of the oldest sec- 
tions of Philadelphia. Sold about 
a century ago to the Episcopal Church, 
the sanctuary — designated a national 
historic site in 1942 — still signifies the 
cultural aspects of early Swedish coloni- 
zation in North America. The church 
was 40 years old before William Penn 
laid out “The City of Brotherly Love.” 
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Voluntary Donations 
Support Estonian Church 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Estonia lives entirely on voluntary do- 
nations, “which total more than we 
need,” said Archbishop Jaan Kiivit 
while he visited West Germany. 

Active members of the Lutheran 
‘Church in Estonia — those who receive 
the Lord’s Supper and make financial 
contributions — total about 700,000 
and are served by 122 pastors, the 
church’s archbishop stated. 

Estonia, formerly an independent re- 
public, was forcibly incorporated into 
the Soviet Union in 1940. 


Eskimos Send Dried Fish 
To Hong Kong Refugees 


When Eskimos on the northwest 
coast of Alaska heard of the plight of 
Chinese refugee masses in Hong Kong, 
the Alaskan natives sent dried fish. 

Eking out a meager living by fishing, 

picking berries, hunting and trapping, 
Eskimos, living in tents along the coast 
and rivers, caught and dried fish during 
the short summer. 
_ In September, before thick ice covers 
the shore waters, the Eskimos return to 
inland villages for the long, cold 
winter. The dried fish will have to last 
them until next spring, but part of the 
catch has been sent to Hong Kong. 

The Eskimos are members of Lu- 
theran mission congregations in Teller 
and other Seward Peninsula towns, in- 
cluding Shishmaref on the Arctic 
‘Ocean, 75 miles above the Bering Strait. 


Seed 


@ 
News of the Church in the World al 


PREPARING FOR SAN FRANCISCO CONVENTION: Mrs. Wilfred Froggatt, 


Me 


R.N., demonstrates type of first aid, which may be requested by delegates and 


visitors to Synod’s 1959 convention. 


L—r.: Rev. Frank Jacobsen, convention 


chairman; Miss Elizabeth Brohm, information chairman; Mrs. Froggatt, first-aid 
chairman; and Mrs. Glenn Molyneaux, chairman, women’s entertainment. 


The gift of dried fish was the Eskimos’ 
contribution as part of a Lutheran 
World Federation service program. 

Rev. Norval Hegland is superinten- 
dent of the Eskimo mission for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
U.S. which has carried on the work 
among these people for more than 60 
years. He operates a Piper four-seater 
plane in traveling to the stations. 

The Missouri Synod and ULCA have 
also worked in Alaska since 1926. 

The combined Lutheran population 
of Alaska is 4,395 out of a total pop- 
ulation of more than 200,000. 


LUTHERAN RETREAT IN SEOUL, KOREA. A Lutheran retreat was con- 
ducted at the 8th U.S. Army Retreat Center in Seoul last June. 


“The young 


women shown are members of the choir which sings at our Lutheran service 
in Seoul,” writes Chaplain (Missouri Synod) Ernest G. Smith, who directed the 


retreat. “Our Lutheran men are contacted by means of a roster of names fur- 


nished by our Armed Services Commission.” 
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Medals on Auto 
Windows Banned 


The Board of District Commissioners 
in the District of Columbia has pro- 
hibited the display of religious medals, 
magnetized statues of saints, or other 
objects which hang from the rear-view 
mirror, side brackets, or obstruct the 
windshield or windows of automobiles 
as hazards to safe driving. 

Fine for violation will not exceed 
$100. 


Swedish Lutherans Fight 
Ordination of Women 


Some 600 pastors and laymen met 
at Orebro, Sweden, in July and formed 
an organization to fight the possible 
ordination of women as ministers of 
the Swedish State Lutheran Church. 

Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothenburg 
heads the special committee named by 
the group to draft plans for the anti- 
ordination drive, directed particularly 
against government circles favoring or- 
dination of women. 

Both chambers of the Riksdag have 
already passed a bill authorizing the 
ordination of women in the State 
Church, beginning in July 1959. Such 
action, however, will not be possible 
unless the government-sponsored bill is 
approved by the Lutheran Church Con- 
vocation, which is to meet in extra- 
ordinary session this fall. 


News of the Church in the World 


8-Year-Old Oklahoma Boy 
Plays Organ for VBS-TV 


Eight-year-old Ronald  Bruegge- 
mann played the organ accompaniment 
for his church’s Vacation Bible School 
of the Air. 

For two weeks this summer the chil- 
dren of Redeemer Lutheran Church 


awd a 
Organist for VBS on TV 


in Enid, Okla., presented their program 
over a local television station. “The 
program was well received by a vast 
TV audience,” says the report sent to 
the WITNESS. 

When Ronald recently entertained 
the Oklahoma District Board of Direc- 
tors, President Alfred E. Behrend of 
Ponca City encouraged the young or- 
ganist to use his musical talents in the 
service of the Lord. 

Ronald’s father, A. W. Brueggemann, 
who served as District Treasurer for 
the past 17 years, is now an honorary 
member of the Oklahoma District 
Board of Directors. 


Briefly Told 


“Luther” in St.Louis. Martin Lu- 
ther, the filmed story of the Reforma- 
tion, will be shown on KSD-TV, the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch station, on 
Sunday, October 26, as a public-serv- 
ice feature, the Council of Lutheran 
Churches of Greater St. Louis an- 
nounced. The council is planning a 
Reformation program on the congrega- 
tional level to replace the central rally. 


LWR for Quemoy. Lutheran World 
Relief stepped up its shipments to the 
bombarded island of Quemoy when 
LWR on Formosa asked permission to 
divert larger amounts of food and cloth- 
ing to Quemoy from regular shipments 
to Taiwan. 
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“Luther” in Latin America. After 
a four-year ban, the Martin Luther film 
was shown in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
The success of the first three days of 
showing presaged an unscheduled sec- 
ond-week run. Uruguay’s president and 
the senate president saw the picture, 
a report said. One newspaper chided 
the movie exhibitors for not previously 
daring to show a film like Martin Lu- 
ther even though it had earlier been 
voted in the U.S. as among the “10 
Best Films of the Year” in some news- 
paper polls. 


To Vicar’s Credit. The Sunday 
school staff of Outer Drive Faith Lu- 
theran Church in Detroit sent $100 to 
Concordia Publishing House “to estab- 
lish a credit for our former vicar for 
purchasing books of his choice.” 


High School. St. Croix Lutheran 
High School, first in the Twin Cities’ 
area, opened September 9. Located 
temporarily in St. James Lutheran 
Church, West St. Paul, the school offers 
only the ninth grade this year, but plans 
to add an additional grade during each 
of the next three years. Thirteen con- 
gregations of the St. Croix Conference 
of the Wisconsin Synod formed the 
Twin City Lutheran High School Asso- 
ciation to operate the high school. 


For ULCA Home Missions. Del- 
egates to the ULCA biennial conven- 
tion in Dayton this month will be 
asked by the ULCA Board of Amer- 
ican Missions for permission to borrow 
$8,000,000 to help finance a three-year 
$24,350,000 church-extension program. 
The money will be used for purchasing 
church sites, buildings, and parsonages. 


For Retarded Children. A full-tim 
elementary class for retarded childre 
was started by the Milwaukee Federe 
tion of Lutheran Churches — Missoun 
Synod. The class meets in a speciall 
equipped room at Pilgrim Luthera 
School in Wauwatosa, a Milwauke 
suburb. Eight children, ranging in ag 
from seven to ten years and with I. Q.’ 
of 50 to 75, were selected from 30 ap 
plicants. Children in local synodica 
day schools and Sunday schools con 
tributed $10,600 to open the schoo! 
The class was organized in co-operatio: 
with Rev. Erich F. Brauer, executiv: 
secretary of the South Wisconsin Dis 
trict’s Board of Parish Education. 


Latecomers. An _ English Distric 
church decided to do something abou 
latecomers. Counting them, Sundar 
after Sunday, an usher recorded tha 
20% of the people were arriving afte 
the first hymn. The parish bulletii 
called attention to the latecomer’s los 
in composure and his disturbance o 
worship for others. “Have you triec 
a test on your own congregation?” ask 
the English District Edition. 


Two M.D.’s. Theodore C. Doeg 
and his wife Ann both received thei 
degrees in medicine from the Rocheste 
School of Medicine, Rochester, N. Y. 
in June. Both doctors are interning in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. The son o 
Rev. Arthur J. Doege, pastor of th 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Min 
eola, L.I., N. Y., Dr. Doege studied a 
Oberlin College in Ohio before he wen 
to Rochester. His wife took her under 


graduate work at UCLA in Californi: 
and her graduate studies at Rochester 
the Atlantic District Edition reports. 

\ 


— 


REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, SOUTH GATE, CALIF., dedicated las 


December, seats 556 worshipers. Rev. Tobias H. Joeckel is the pastor. 
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Newspapers Can Preach 


REFORMATION 
OR 
REVOLT? © 


For you the important thing about the American Revo- 
tion is the freedom it secured for you in your everyday life. 


This is the important thing about the Lutheran Refor- 
ation, too! It restored to you the certainty of freedom 
om sin’s punishment and dictatorship. It made clear 
ain that men can be free by faith in Jesus Christ, the 
mn of God! 


The United States’ freedom demanded the sufferings of 
alley Forge and the death of patriots. The freedom of 
rgiveness of sins was accomplished by the sufferings of 
sus Christ on Calvary and His death on the cross. But 
aen God raised Jesus from the dead, our freedom was 
umphantly certain! “This is the record, that God hath 
ven to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that 
th the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of 
od hath not life.” (1 John 5:11, 12) 

You would never renounce your citizenship — and your 
tional freedoms. Surely you wouldn’t want to miss your 
srnal freedom — by neglecting God’s gift to you in the 
qristian faith. The Lutheran Church is ready to help you 
ep or secure your heavenly citizenship. 

What will it take, in your life, to bring you to the 
urch —a reformation? or a revolution? Freedom in 
sus Christ is worth either one! 

(Signature) 


Evangelism Arm 


“Preaching Through the Press” is an ideal project for 
nission-minded church members and organizations. It can 
ye an effective arm for the congregation’s evangelism 
ommittee. 

Cost of the mats is nominal — $1 each or six for $5. 
Advertising space in community papers is usually reason- 
ible and is sometimes available at no cost. In some cases 
t might be wise for several congregations to make this 
| joint project. 

Where to Order 

Produced by the Lutheran Publicity Organization, 
‘Preaching Through the Press” mats are also available 
hrough the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau. 


For mats, publicity, or information, write to: 


Lutheran Publicity Organization 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


American Lutheran Publicity Bureau 
2112 Broadway 
New York 23, N. Y. 
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Every week, if not every day, a newspaper in your 
community reaches almost all the people your church 
wants to reach with the Gospel. 


The ads in these newspapers sell millions of dollars’ 
worth of merchandise. Ads can do even more for you. 
They can tell about the Savior and His forgiveness, and 
they can also offer His salvation to the readers, just as 
His Word does. 


Years ago the Lutheran Publicity Organization in 
St. Louis decided to help Lutheran congregations do a more 
effective job of advertising. “Preaching Through the Press” 
mats were the result. 


What Are “Mats”? 


A sample of the final product is shown on the left of 
this page. This is an ad you can place in your newspaper 
with the signature of your church. 

Prepared by Dr. Herman W. Gockel, Prof. George W. 
Hoyer, Dr. Martin P. Simon, and other writers, the ads 
feature attractive art work and an arresting Scripture mes- 
sage. The entire ad is pressed on a mat from which your 
newspaper can cast a metal plate for printing. 

Several new series have been produced recently. In 
addition to the Reformation ad, they include messages for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year, Lent, and Easter. 
There is also a complete series on Lutheran doctrines en- 
titled “Lutherans Believe.” This is a good way to publish 
the fundamental teachings of our Lutheran Church. 


Sign Your Name 


Your church can secure its own distinctive signature for 
advertising. Made of durable metal, the signature can 


easily be inserted under 
CONCORDIA 


any of your mats or 
other ads and can be re- 

LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


used almost endlessly. 
“Preaching Through 
the Press” catalogs show 
the various types of sig- 
natures or identifications 
available. Type-setting, 


Sarah St. at 


art work, and engraving 
for both a two-column 
and a one-column sig- 
nature will be done 
for $15. 


Marshall Ave. 


Divine Services 8:15 & 10:45 AM. 
Bible Class & Sunday School 9:30 AM. 
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CONCORDIA «’ 
LUTHERAN [ 


CHURCH 


Sarah St. at Marshall Ave. 


Divine Services 8:15 & 10.45 AM. 
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MI. 7-1215 


Bible Class & Sunday School 9:30 AM. 


“Ceiled Houses” — Time to Build? 


Excerpts from the Address Delivered 
by Synod’s President at the Opening 
Service of the 1958 Fiscal Conference. 


This year’s Fiscal Conference is 
fraught with the most far-reaching con- 
sequences of all in the annals of our 
Synod’s financial history. 

Must we resort to retrenchment or 
curtailment of our work? It must be 
evident to everyone that we should not 
continue to operate with ever-increas- 
ing deficits. What shall we do? 

The first chapter of Haggai presents 
an earnest and compelling lesson for 
us, even as it did for the Jews in the 
prophet’s day. 

God sent the prophet Haggai to tell 
Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, 
and Joshua, the high priest: “Thus 
speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This 
people say, The time is not come, the 
time that the Lord’s house should be 
built.” For 15 years the building of 
the Lord’s house had suffered neglect 
and postponement. The people argued 
that they could not afford it.. They had 
hard times, which Haggai describes: 
“Ye have sown much, and bring in 
little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
drink; ye clothe you, but there is none 
warm; and he that earneth wages 
earneth wages to put it into a bag 
with holes.” 

The people did not realize that their 
failure to do God’s will and to build 
God’s house had caused their poverty. 
The hard times were nothing short of 
God’s judgment upon them. The Lord 
states this in even stronger and sharper 
language: “Ye looked for much, and, 
lo, it came to little; and when ye 
brought it home, I did blow upon it. 
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Budget Committee studies proposals 


Why? saith the Lord of hosts. Because 
of Mine house that is waste, and ye 
run every man unto his own house. 
Therefore the heaven over you is stayed 
from dew, and the earth is stayed from 
her fruit. And I called for a drought 
upon the land, and upon the moun- 
tains, and upon the corn, and upon 
the new wine, and upon the oil, and 
upon that which the ground bringeth 
forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, 
and upon all the labor of the hands.” 

The prophet boldly brings God’s 
telling question to the people: “Is it 
time for you to dwell in your ceiled 
houses, and this house lie waste?” The 
expression “ceiled” [paneled] occurs 
only in connection with the building 
of the temple and the palace of Jehoia- 
kim and here. What a sharp accusa- 
tion! They were using funds which 
should have been used for the building 
of the temple, to build their own 
homes. They sought every possible 
luxury while God’s house went begging. 
Hence the prophet exhorted most ear- 
nestly: “Now therefore, thus saith the 
Lord of hosts: Consider your ways.” 


IMPORTANT LESSONS 


Unquestionably the Lord wanted to 
drive home some important lessons: 


1. God is the Giver of all blessings. 
This holds true also of temporal pos- 
sessions. We need His blessings to 
acquire them. 

2. When God has granted His bless- 
ings, He expects gratitude. Again and 
again He urges His people to thank 
Him. 

3. Gratitude to God must manifest 
itself in real interest in God’s house 
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By John W. Behnken 


and in the building and expansion of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

4. Ingratitude is sin and deserves 
God’s punishment. The Lord will not 
withhold His judgment when men are 
ungrateful. 


APPLY TODAY 


Must we not admit that the earnest 
words of this chapter apply to us to- 
day? Without a doubt we are living 
in ceiled houses. Most of our homes 
have accommodations and _ conveni- 
ences of which the people of Haggai’s 
day did not even dream. Just think of 
all the electrical appliances which have 
revolutionized home life. Think of 
the many luxuries we enjoy. Consider 
the clothing we wear, the food we eat, 
the automobiles we drive, the pleasures 
and enjoyments we seek. No _ other 
nation on earth has a standard of liy- 
ing such as God permits us to enjoy. 

Statistics show that during 1958 the 
people of the United States are spend- 
ing $22 billion for vacations, nearly 


$10 billion for liquor, more than 
$5¥% billion for tobacco, and about 
$134 billion for cosmetics. The 


Missouri Synod numbers 1% of the 
American population; hence our peo- 
ple probably spent in the neighborhood 
of $390 million for such purposes. 
We contribute only about $100 million 
for all church purposes — congrega- 
tion, District, and Synod. 

Have we any right whatsoever to 
say, “The time is not come, the time 
that the Lord’s house should be built’? 
Is there any real reason why Synod’s 
Board of Directors should be compelled 
to demand that the various departments 
reduce their expenditures, even if it 
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means a cutback in the work that needs 
to be done? 


GOD CAN WITHHOLD 


Shall we permit the good Lord to 
show us where doors are open and 
where opportunities beckon us both in 
our Own country and in foreign lands, 
and then tell Him the time is not come 
that we should perform this work now 
merely because we are not raising suf- 
ficient funds to carry on the work? 

Does not the Lord’s serious and 
weighty question apply to us, “Is it 

time for you to dwell in your ceiled 
houses and this house lie waste?” 

God can withhold if He desires to 
exercise His judgment and punishment. 
Consider the very days in which we 
‘live. Even now you and I are paying 
enormous taxes, and the _ greatest 
amount of our tax dollar is used for the 
manufacture of weapons and missiles. 
Even now war is threatening in the 
Far East. What will come, only God 
Knows. What it will mean if war should 
come, not one of us can realize. Pray 
God that He may graciously prevent it. 


EYES ON THE CROSS 


Brethren, you and I need to acknowl- 
edge our negligence and indifference, 
our ingratitude and failure to build 
God’s house while we look after our 
own luxuries. Let us give serious 
thought to what could be accomplished 
in preparing and sending reapers into 
the fields white to harvest if all our 
people actually contributed as_ they 
should for the Lord’s cause. 

I well know that some people have 
payments to meet on their homes, their 
automobiles, their television sets, and 
many other items. I well know also 

that some congregations assumed large 
debts when they built beautiful 
churches and now argue that they are 
not in a position to do much for the 
church at large. Do they actually mean 
to say that God must wait or that oth- 

ers must do it for them while they are 

looking after their own interests? 

May God graciously lead us anew 
to Golgotha’s cross and grant us the 
firm conviction that His only-begotten 
Son hung on that accursed tree as our 
Substitute to procure for us an eternal 

_redemption. May the Holy Spirit con- 
tinue to nourish and strengthen within 
all our hearts an implicit, childlike 
faith in this blood-bought redemption. 

With our eyes steadfastly fixed on 
our Redeemer, let us sincerely deter- 
mine to build the Lord’s temple. Our 
Savior has assured us, even as He as- 
sured the Children of Israel, “I am 

with you.” With Him at our side, and 
with His assurance that He will bless 
the work, it cannot fail. 


OCTOBER 7, 1958 


FISCAL CONFERENCE 
ADOPTS $16,500,000 BUDGET 


“When the world and time are 
marching on, the church must not mark 
GING se ee 

“Especially not in foreign missions. 


” 


” 


“Nor home missions. .. . 

Remarks like these characterized 
Synod’s 1958 Fiscal Conference, which 
brought three representatives from 
each of the 32 North American Dis- 
tricts to the St. Louis seminary, Sep- 
tember 9—11. The conference adopted 
a budget of $16,500,000 for 1959, only 
$500,000 higher than the 1958 budget. 


It was a dilemma conference. The 
majority of the representatives were 
determined that Synod should neglect 
no Opportunities in mission fields. But 
the delegates were also concerned about 
the synodical debt and resolved not to 
frame an unattainable budget nor to 
Operate on borrowed funds. 


The executive secretaries of Synod’s 
departments of missions, education, 
and service presented their reports and 
budget requests to five sectional groups. 
Each request was given special consid- 
eration by the section to which it was 
assigned. On the second evening, group 
leaders reported the findings of their 
sections. Almost unanimously they de- 
manded an increase of $500,000 over 
the $16,000,000 budget proposed by 
the Board of Directors. 

Knowing that an unattainable goal 
is always a source of frustration and 
that Synod’s budget is not merely an 
aspiration, but a working tool, the dele- 
gates held out for a budget which 
would not permit any congregation to 
“mark time,” but could still be attained. 

The delegates showed confidence in 
the prediction of the Stewardship 


Counselor, Dr. John E. Herrmann, who 
estimated the church’s income on the 
basis of annual previous increases in 
receipts. He pointed out that, barring 
a major catastrophe, Synod could ex- 
pect receipts of $16,500,000 in 1959. 


Major items in the budget are: 
WVLISSIONS | 3 ise Sos a $6,105,000 


PE AUCGHONT 22s Sees 38 7,277,000 
Support and Pensions _.. 1,416,682 
Administration 

Gnd General 23. 2e 799,250 
Debt Retirement —- 500,000 
Contingency Reserve _- 402,068 


The allocation for Education in- 
cludes $2,200,000 for capital-invest- 
ment expenditures. 

The representatives of the Districts 
“pledged” a total of $15,649,000. An- 
ticipated direct receipts are $600,000. 
Five Districts pledged more than 
$1,000,000 each; two pledged $900,000 
each. 


“It was a democratic conference,” 
said Vice-President Oliver Harms, con- 
ference chairman. 

The delegates were optimistic about 
the future, he added. “They were not 
interested in a stand-still position. They 
wanted to move forward.” 

The group expressed itself in favor 
of a moderate increase of $500,000 
above the recommendations of the 
Board of Directors and “got its wish,” 
Dr. Harms noted. 

The creation of a “Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod Foundation” to 
gather funds for the church through 
large donations, wills, and bequests was 
proposed by the Board of Directors. 
The plan was presented by E. J. Gall- 
meyer, Fort Wayne; Leslie Allenstein, 
Gadsden, Ala.; and Henry Buck, Kan- 
sas City. The Fiscal Conference ap- 
proved the proposed foundation and 
urged that it be implemented in the 
immediate future. The plan will be 
presented to the San Francisco Conven- 
tion for ratification. 

To an impartial observer the dele- 
gates seemed to be pushing the budget 
higher rather than being lured upward. 
Perhaps all members of Synod would 
have done likewise if they had heard 
the reports. 


WITNESS COMMENT | 


That Devil Doubt 


Christian! Have you ever been assailed by spiritual 
doubts? Have you ever doubted that the Christian re- 
ligion is the only true religion, that the Holy Bible is 
really God’s infallible Word, that His promises are ab- 
solutely reliable? Have you ever felt that your eternal 
salvation, for Jesus’ sake, was not secure or feared that 
your faith in His atonement would eventually turn into 
uncertainty and fade into unbelief? 


Listen! Would you surmise that such doubts could 
attack a person like that stanch believer, that paragon 
of heroic faith, Martin Luther? Perhaps not. But they 
did. In Concordia’s latest publication, a triumph of the 
printer’s art, the three-volume work What Luther Says, 
under the heading “Doubt,” you will find the statement 
that Luther felt he had no greater enemy than the “Devil 
Doubt.” The act of doubting, he says, “is easy, for it is 
an ability that is born with us.” However, “this sin is by 
far the most grievous of all sins,” for doubting is “charg- 
ing God with a lie,” Luther declares. 


Since every child of God still has his old evil flesh 
to contend with, the Devil Doubt at times troubles him, 
even as he did the great Reformer. Therefore the Chris- 
tion need not be unduly alarmed when doubts come. 
But he must not let them take root. He dare not give 
way to worry or attempt to understand matters in the 
Bible which are beyond human comprehension. 


To rout the Devil Doubt, the Christian should con- 
stantly remember that through his Baptism God has 
bestowed on him His Holy Spirit. This Holy Person 
now dwells in the believer’s heart, possesses his whole 
being, and directs his entire spiritual life. And it is this 
Holy Spirit who wages continual warfare against the 
Devil Doubt. 


How? He operates through God’s holy Word. That 
is God’s method. The Christian will therefore hear and 
read the Word diligently. He will steep himself daily 
in its life-giving power. Through the words of Scripture 
the Spirit fortifies the believer against the onslaughts of 
the Devil Doubt. Only through personal contact and 
direct exposure to the Book of Life does the Spirit 
strengthen a weak faith, rout the Devil Doubt, and es- 
tablish certainty and assurance. 


Are You Related? 


The special edition of the LUTHERAN WITNESS set 
forth our church’s problems and vividly portrayed the 
tasks confronting the people of our church today and 
tomorrow. 


As the story unfolded, the gnawing, evaluating ques- 
tions yet to be asked — to be asked on every level of the 
church’s activity — arose: Why is it that our church has 
not related itself as effectively as it might to its task of 
mission and education? Do we understand, believe, and 
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accept the fact of what the church actually is and mus 
be in relation to its mission? Are we praying earnest 
for the Holy Spirit’s presence and power? Do we wan 
His holy fire and the coming of the Kingdom? 

These basic concerns may be shaped into three prac 
tical questions, which should be asked, and asked con: 
tinually, by every member of the church, by every con 
gregation and organization of the church, by every pasto: 
and leader of the church: 

1. What is the task of the local congregation u 
its relationship to the community, circuit, District, ane 
Synod? The church consists of people in relationship te 
Christ, to one another, and to the task for which the 
Holy Spirit has called them. Each Christian must con: 
sider his job, his farm, his business, his abilities, his re: 
sources in relation to the entire church’s mission. The 
Christian in Iowa or Florida is related to the task of hi: 
congregation in the community and the world. Actually 
the distinction between the church’s “home” and “for: 
eign” missions is artificial. Unless a person relates him. 
self to the total mission of the church, he is being les: 
Christian than Christ intended him to be. 

2. Does every activity in the congregation contribute 
to the fulfillment of the mission of Christ's church? This 
question calls for an evaluation of everything the churel 
does. Church activity unrelated to valid church tasks 
has no place on the church calendar. The church’s task: 
are spiritual. 

3. What happens to the people as they work to. 
gether at their church tasks? Christians grow as they 
serve their Lord. The growth which comes when mem: 
bers of Christ’s body strive for the goals of His churel 
is as important as the goals themselves. Are the peopl 
of the church being prodded and manipulated in orde 
to meet quotas and make budgets? Or does the churel 
recognize and rejoice in the growth which takes plac 
when Christians fulfill their tasks? 

The church of Jesus Christ comprises those peopl 
who are chosen to be the means of fulfilling God’s re. 
demptive purposes (1 Peter 2:9). We are to “wall 
worthy of the vocation” to which we have been callec 
(Eph. 4:1). We have a share in God’s gathering “to 
gether in one all things in Christ” (Eph. 1:11). We are 
to “shine as lights in the world, holding forth the Worc 
of life.” (Phil. 2:15, 16) 

All of this says, “Christians, look who you are!’ 
The church is to accept the fact of what it is and be that 

Whenever we try to be something else or somethin 
like, we have problems. Whenever we are properly re 
lated in faith and commitment to Christ, to one another 
and to our mission, we are approaching by the Hoh 
Spirit’s power what we are meant to be and must be 
And when we are what God in Christ has purposed u: 
to be, His blessing on our church will come in fulles 
measure. 


St. Louis, Mo. HARRY G. COoINER 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


By Martin P. STUDTMANN 


More than 1,140 persons 
were killed this year in motor- 
vehicle accidents during the 
Memorial Day, - Independence 
Day, and Labor Day weekends. 
Many hundreds more were in- 
jured and maimed. 

Because traffic slaughter on streets and highways 
looms as a major moral problem, public officials have 
labeled negligent driving a transgression of the command- 
ment “Thou shalt not kill.” This new concept of the 
traffic problem prompted Governor William Stratton of 
Illinois to invite representatives of all religious faiths 
to the State Capitol in Springfield on July 22. Some 
40 clergymen, representing approximately 20 religious 
denominations, heard him discuss the “moral aspects 
of traffic safety” in Illinois. 

In his address Governor Stratton said forthrightly: 
“That person who by careless, thoughtless, or, in some 
cases, deliberately dangerous driving, threatens an acci- 
dent and thus threatens a life, should be allowed no more 
tolerance than the man who pulls the trigger in a murder 
or fires a shotgun down a busy sidewalk. We have es- 
tablished the legal wrong. We must yet establish the 
moral wrong, and in that effort you here today can be 
of most help. The commandment ‘Thou shalt not kill’ 
is not limited to deliberate murder, and there should be 
no scaling downward in the public mind for the crime 
of murder or threat of murder on the highway.” 


Loose 


Are You a Faithful Giver? 


We read this statement in a booklet recently: “You 
can’t keep right with God spiritually if you don’t keep 
right with Him financially. Try it on your neighbor. 
Cheat him out of a dollar and see what it will do to 
your friendship.” Generous percentage giving helps a 
person successfully defy one of our greatest spiritual 
foes, covetousness. . Generous giving is venture of 
faith which leads to a closer fellowship with God and to 
a more fruitful use of all our income. — W. J. Werning 
in Southern Nebraska District Edition. 


_ “Please Destroy” 


“Please destroy, or send this bulletin home after 
service.” A soldier explained in this letter: 

“T am now living among the Arabs in the land of 
sand, camels, and oil — Saudi Arabia. . Our wor- 
ship services are conducted on Friday. To the Arabs, 
being Mohammedans, Friday is their holy day. The Air 
Force goes along with the Arabian customs. 

“The line at the bottom of the bulletin from today’s 
services is for our protection. To Arabs, Christians are 
infidels. Church services are held in the base theater. 


The time of service is announced only in the bulletin and. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 


Does This Mean You? 


Executive Secretary, Southern Illinois District 


Driving under the influence of alcohol was cited by 
the Governor as a major-cause of highway accidents 
and fatalities. 

At his suggestion the clergymen adopted a resolu- 
tion encouraging within their respective denominations 
the observance of a “Traffic Safety Sabbath” on the 
weekend prior to Labor Day. In sermons, addresses, 
Bible classes, Sunday schools, Sunday bulletins, or 
prayers, church leaders emphasized the moral aspects 
of the traffic problem. Church groups were supplied 
with data which enunciated the need for calling a halt 
to traffic crime. The Governor’s program for traffic 
safety was also given wide television, radio, and news- 
paper coverage. 

Since the traffic safety problem contains serious 
moral implications, it should be of special concern to 
those who call themselves “the children of God.” As 
Christian people, we should be thankful for the leader- 
ship exercised in “traffic crime prevention” by Governor 
Stratton and other high government officials, including 
President Eisenhower. We should furthermore mend our 
own ways where we have been negligent and pray for 
the Savior’s forgiveness. 

Luther’s explanation of the Fifth Commandment ap- 
plies also to the Christian who sits behind the steering 
wheel: “We should fear and love God that we may not 
hurt nor harm our neighbor in his body.” Always ap- 
propriate are our prayers for God’s protection and guid- 
ance whenever we start out with our automobiles. 


Leaves 


by word of mouth. A guard is stationed at the door to 
keep Arabs out of the theater at the time of worship. 
Thus the services are more or less held in secret. 

“Now I have an idea of how the ancient Christians 
felt during the Roman rule. People at home don’t realize 
how lucky they are to have a nice church to worship in.” 
— Eastern District Edition 


“Not Slack” 


God impotent? Listen to Mr. Einstein talk about 
matter. E equals MC. In a cup of water there is 
enough restrained power to propel a ship across the 
Atlantic. In a day when God has opened up a little 
crack in the universe to give us a peek into unimaginable 
power, who would say that God is impotent? He is 
patient, that’s all, beyond all our ideas of patience. 
And part of omnipotence is power to withhold power. 
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise. . .” said 
Peter. God has not let the world get out of hand. 
He has not abdicated to the Kremlin or even to Wash- 
ington. He is patient, long-suffering, slow to anger, 
plenteous in mercy; and the majesty of His power is 
its mercy. — J. Wallace Hamilton, in Who Goes There? 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 
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Home pastors are key men in the church’s ministry 
to students. Rev. Paul A. Boriack (left) of St. John’s 
Congregation, Rome, N.Y., supplies college-bound 
students with packets from Synod’s Commission. 


Campus pastors are concerned about students’ spir- 
itual problems and give competent counsel. Rev. 
Reuben C. Beisel (left) on University of Minnesota 
campus. 


Campus pastors administer the means of grace to 
Lutheran students that Christ may dwell in their 
hearts by faith; that they may know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge. Eph. 3:17, 19. 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY WORK 


A MINISTRY 


TO STUDENTS 


The 100th anniversary of religious work at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, which this year is being observed 
with national conferences, finds 22 denominations — 
including The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod — 
maintaining chapels and centers for their students. 
“These centers involve more students in religious work 
than in any other extracurricular activity,” writes Dr. De- 
witt C. Baldwin, Co-ordinator of Religious Affairs on 
the Michigan campus. 

Synod ministers to students through the Com- 
mission on College and University Work, 
which gives general direction to campus 
ministries. The Commission’s address is 
77 W. Washington St., Chicago, Ill. 

District-level Commissions on College and Uni- 
versity Work, or co-ordinators of campus 
service, work closely with District mission 
boards to provide pastoral service and facil- 
ities to campus Lutherans. 


Gamma Delta 
Students’ Organization and Objectives 


Lack of concern for vital issues marks a vast segment 
of college students. “Students are gloriously contented 
both in regard to present day-by-day activity and their 
outlook for the future,” says Philip E. Jacob in Changing 
Values in College. “If there be any passion common to 
American campuses, it would be the passion to conform, | 
to play it safe,” writes Waldo Beach in Conscience on 
Campus. 

Gamma Delta, the international association of Lu- 
theran students, has definite spiritual goals. It strives to 

Foster thorough study of the Bible. 

Disseminate the Scriptural philosophy of life. 

Train Lutheran students for Christian service to 
God and their fellow men. 

Maintain and increase Christian consciousness 
on the campus. 

Maintain and increase local intercampus fellow- 
ship among students of our faith. 


Gamma Delta gives less emphasis to training leaders 
than it does to training all students for consecrated 
church membership. “Members of Gamma Delta learn 
that not all can be leaders — some must be followers — 
but they can all serve and enjoy it,” writes Shirley 
Dueker, St. Louis, national publicity chairman. 


Informal, student-led vespers accompany Bible study and 
topic discussions. Students place worship first in their 
order of spiritual concerns. 


Our church follows its students to college for conservation, 
reclamation, evangelism, and. training in churchmanship. 
Commencement, June 1958, University of Michigan. 


Realizing the importance of personal soul-winning, Gamma Beyond caring for buildings and grounds (picture shows Gamma 
Deltans find “foreign mission” opportunities among inter- Deltans at University of Michigan), working for the church in- 
national students. Esther Kuehn and Ted Kadota, University cludes. lay participation in Christian missions, education, and the 
Lutheran Chapel, Berkeley, Calif. stewardship of time, talents, and treasure. 


Through its 10 regions and 130 local chapters, Gamma The critical shortage of trained, full-time church workers has 
Delta furthers Christian knowledge and Christian service. prompted many college students and graduates to enroll at Synod’s 
Tau Chapter, Ann Arbor. training schools for pastors and teachers. 


“Koreign’ Missions 


on the Home Front 


“BUDDHA LOVES ME, THIS I KNow.” ‘Onward, Buddhist 
So chant Buddhist children 


Soldiers!” 
temples of Hawaii. 


IN East GERMANY the Red regime makes it increasingly 
difficult for Christian parents to train their children in the 


way of Christ. 


IN INDIA the government for the past few years has 
tightened its policy against the “intrusions” of foreign 


missionaries and their programs. 


As the tide of nationalism continues to rise throughout 
the world, Christian foreign missions seem to be headed 
for a new and difficult period, which some critics have 
already called “the post-Christian era.” 


One way in which the church can strengthen its foreign 
mission program is to begin right here at home. Thousands 
of students annually come to our country from other lands. 
The visitors develop their knowledge and skills, receive 
degrees, and then return to their homeland — often to fill 


high positions in their governments. 


One example of our church’s “for- 
eign” mission work on the home front 
is the campus ministry to Okinawa 
exchange students developed by the 
University Lutheran Chapel, Berkeley, 
Calif., where Dr. Don Deffner is pastor. 


In 1950 he learned that some 300 
students from the Orient were to stay 
briefly at nearby International House 
for orientation, before matriculating in 
U. S. colleges for a year of exchange 
study. Students at the University Lu- 
theran Chapel arranged a breakfast for 
the group and invited the Orientals to 
a special service, followed by a tour 
of the campus. 


In the past eight years the Lutheran 
students have sponsored an annual 
service at the chapel, particularly for 
Okinawans_ spending six weeks of 
orientation at Mills College, Oakland. 

Caravans of cars provide transpor- 
tation for services, fellowship at the par- 
sonage, summer activities, and tours of 
the campus. Names of _ interested 
students are forwarded to Synod’s 
Commission on College and University 
Work, then to our campus pastors at 
the colleges where the visitors are 
scheduled to enroll. 


The fruits of the Holy Spirit are 
evident in the special ministry of our 
campus pastors to international stu- 
dents. 
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in the Buddhist 


sa 


Guests of University Lutheran Chapel, University of Cali 
fornia, Berkeley, Dr. Don Deffner, pastor 


Kazuo Nohara of Okinawa was bap- 
tized by Rev. Richard Deffner, then 
campus pastor at Northeastern Missouri 
State College, Kirksville. | Today 
Mr. Nohara is a translator in the legis- 
lative section of the administrative 
department of the government on the 
Island of Okinawa. 

Choju Tomayase was baptized by 
Rev. Carl Streufert, at that time cam- 
pus pastor at North Carolina State 
College, Raleigh. Today Mr. Toma- 
yase is a professor at the University of 
Okinawa. 

Rev. Delmar Glock of the Inter- 
national Lutheran Hour in Japan, now 
in contact with our members on the 
Island of Okinawa, is working through 
these former students and others to 
establish permanent work for our 
church in the Ryukyu Islands. 


Of special help in contacting the 
Okinawa students each year was Yoshi- 
hiko Matsuo, M.D., a convert at our 
mission in Sapporo, Japan, and then 
for six years a member of the Univer- 
sity Lutheran Chapel, Berkeley. 

In June Dr. Matsuo returned to Ky- 
oto, Japan, to teach in the Department 
of Medical Chemistry at the University 
of Kyoto. (Dr. Matsuo died, according 
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to a cablegram received from Tokyo 
August 29.) His wife, Toshiko, whos« 
entry in this country was sponsored b: 
Pastor and Mrs. Deffner, was baptizec 
and confirmed at the chapel. 


Atsuko Mori, instructed in Berkele’ 
while he was studying at Mills College 
joined the church in Japan. The cam 
pus pastor at Central Missouri Stat 
College, Warrensburg, also instructec 
a Japanese couple, then referred then 
to a Lutheran missionary in Tokyo. 

Two Buddhists from Sapporo, Japan 
are enrolled in the instruction class a 
the University Lutheran Chapel it 
Berkeley. ; 


Other accessions were a Ph. D. can 
didate from Indonesia, a  graduat 
agricultural engineering student fron 
Korea, and a woman student fron 
Japan, baptized by Rev. Reuben C 
Beisel at the University of Minnesote 


Rev. Edgar Brammer effected 
Christian break-through at Iowa Stat 
Teachers College when he confirmed 
student who had formerly been 
Moslem. 


An intensified campus  prograr 
strengthens the church at home an 
abroad. When Rev. Richard H. Meye 

(Continued on page 20) 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Is the Brief Statement Offical? — 


Frequently the Brief Statement is 
mentioned at conventions. What is it? 
Why do we place so much emphasis on 
it? What purpose is it to serve? Is 
there any reason for perpetuating it? 

It will be well to note the back- 
ground which led to the formulation 
of the document. During the 1920’s 
representatives of our Synod conferred 
with representatives of the Ohio, Iowa, 
Buffalo, and Wisconsin Synods and 
_ reviewed and improved intersynodical 
doctrinal theses which had been pre- 
pared in an effort to establish doctrinal 
agreement between these bodies. The 
_ 1929 convention of Synod declined to 

accept the theses because they were 
considered to be inadequate. 

The convention, however, also 
adopted the resolution that the Presi- 
dent of Synod should appoint a com- 
mittee to prepare theses which in brief- 
est, simplest, and most synoptical form 
xossible should present the doctrine of 
Scripture and the Confessions. 


Prepared, Studied, Adopted 


Dr. Frederick Pfotenhauer, President 
of Synod at that time, appointed the 
committee. Its leader and also the 
chief author of the theses was Dr. 
Franz Pieper, then president and 
teacher of dogmatics at Concordia 
Seminary. By 1930 the theses, now 
known as A Brief Statement, were 
mailed to all pastors, teachers, and con- 
gregations for study. Circuit confer- 
ences throughout Synod carefully pe- 
rused and studied this doctrinal state- 
ment. 

During these years the pastors, 
teachers, and congregations of Synod 
had given much time to doctrinal mat- 
ters. In 1929 the 400th anniversary of 
Luther’s Catechism and in 1930 the 
400th anniversary of the Augsburg 
Confession were celebrated. 

The 1932 convention of Synod — 
convinced that the committee appointed 
to prepare the Brief Statement had 
done well in carrying out their assign- 
ment — readily adopted the document 
‘as A Brief Statement of the Doctrinal 
Position of the Missouri Synod. 


Put to Good Use 


Since 1932 we have what the name 
implies, a brief statement of our doc- 
trinal position. If anyone asks us, 
“What does your Synod teach?” we can 
place a copy of A Brief Statement in 
their hands. It does not present every 
doctrine of Holy Writ, nor does it enter 
into a detailed presentation of every 
doctrine. However, it is truly remark- 
able how much the author was able 
to pack into this statement. Some have 
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called it the last great legacy which the 
sainted Dr. Pieper left to his church. 

In 1935 our synodical convention 
accepted the invitation of the American 
Lutheran Church to begin discussions 
in an effort to reach agreement in doc- 
trine and practice. The committees ap- 
pointed used the Brief Statement as a 
basis for these discussions. Though 
these discussions, because of some ad- 
ditions, did not result in fellowship, it 
became evident that the Brief Statement 
is what its name declares. 


An Official Document 


Is the Brief Statement an _ official 
document of our Synod? Why should 
this question be addressed to me in an 
open session at one of our large Dis- 
trict conventions? Is there any doubt 
about it? The Brief Statement was 
adopted by the 1932 convention, after 
our people in Synod had every op- 
portunity to study it.. At intersynodical 
discussions it served as an_ official 
document. The Centennial Convention 
(1947) reaffirmed it and ordered it 
printed in the official Proceedings. If 
that does not make it the official posi- 
tion of The Lutheran Church — Mis- 
sour! Synod, I do not know what could 
be called official. 

Does someone feel that the Brief 
Statement contains mistakes, that it 
embodies wrong doctrine? If anyone 
believes this, he should point out, and 
on the basis of Scripture and the Lu- 
theran Confessions establish, any such 
error. Let him do that in a proper and 
orderly way. It will not do merely to 
declare that it is not an official docu- 
ment. Synod would surely want to cor- 
rect any error if it can be established. 

Perhaps the reader will think the 
Brief Statement is being challenged, or 
that there is doubt about its correct- 
ness and that I am resorting to a de- 
fense of it. The Brief Statement needs 
no defense. It has been tested and tried. 
It is in full agreement with Holy Writ 
and the Lutheran Confessions. It is a 
brief, concise statement. An inexpen- 
sive pamphlet of only 23 pages, it is 
available from Concordia Publishing 
House. 

It would be a blessing if the docu- 
ment were read in every home of our 
Synod. Pastors will find it a wonderful 
pamphlet to give to adults whom they 
have confirmed. It will aid them to 
review and to appreciate the doctrinal 
position of our church. We shall all do 
well to become better acquainted with 
A Brief Statement of the Doctrinal 
Position of the Missouri Synod. 


JoHN W. BEHNKEN 
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FALL SCHEDULE | 
EVANGELISM 
PTR MISSIONS 
Sept. 7—11 


Lubbock, Tex. 
St. Charles, Mo. 


Sept. 14—18 


San Antonio, Tex. 


Reno, Nev. 


Sept. 21—-25 
Danville, Ill. 
Pittstown, Pa. 
Southern Montana 


Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Sept. 28-—Oct. 2 
Rockford, Ill. 
St. Cloud, Minn. 


Oct. 5—9 
Rio Grande Valley, Tex. 
Mitchell, S. Dak. 


Oct. 12——16 
Albany-Schenectady, N. Y. 
Aberdeen, S. Dak. 


Oct. 19—23 


Central Coast Circuit, Calif. 
Midland-Odessa, Tex. 


Oct. 26—30 
All lowa District West 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


Nov. 2—6 
North Park, Minn. 


Iron Mountain Circuit, Mo. 


Nov. 9—13 
All North Dakota District 
Fergus Falls, Minn. 
Southeast Conference, Minn. 


Kalamazoo, Mich. 
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“Prophets 


The Song of the End . 


Amos 8:2 “The end is come upon 


ae people of Israel.” 


_ The song about the end of a per- | 
We do 


fect day fills us with sadness. 
not like to see good things come to an 
end. We would rather have them 
linger. 

Autumn is a season that reminds us 
of the end. The days grow shorter, and 
the temperatures drop. The leaves 
changing from green to the brilliant 
-blends of yellow, orange, and red tell 
us that the foliage will soon be gone. 
_ At Amos’ time, autumn was_ the 


season of bulging fruit baskets. In the 
markets, figs and grapes and dates were 


AP IS, Sane AOE 


displayed in baskets to attract cus- — 


- tomers. 
-of the lateness of the season. 


But for Amos one of these baskets 
was especially significant. As he 
looked at it, the ‘Lord reminded him 
that the words for summer fruit (kiz) 
and for end (kaz) were strikingly sim- 
ilar. As a matter of fact, the Lord 
stated that the basket of summer fruit 

_ (kiz) was a symbol of the end (kaz) 
of the people of Israel. 


- This statement has been called “the 
most fateful pun in history.” As God 
decided upon the end of all flesh at 
Noah’s time, so He decreed through 

Amos that the people of Israel had 
reached the end of their national ex- 


istence. An invading army from the 
East would devastate their country and © 


carry the people into captivity. 
wz comparable Song of the End 
echoes in our ears even now. The omi- 
- nous orbits of missiles and _ satellites 
- signal lethal blows that may mean the 
end of our civilization, 
tensions between East and West make 
us eager for the time when nuclear 


tests may cease and A-bombs gad H- 


_ bombs may be outlawed. 


We all need to be reminded of our 
— end that we may know how frail we. 
_ are. The Song of the End is sounding » 


_ a grim warning that every day we live 
my be our last, the world’s last. 


May these facts move us to sobriety, 
watchfulness, and prayer. 


poker our rend a hopeful one. 


The rising - 


May the. 
Lord give us grace to endure in faith — 
in the Savior to the end. May He 


Such. fruit baskets were signs _ 


ALFRED VON Rone p SAUER - a 


| Sina ore ee STI RA a os 


The Collect 


We Lutherans pray on all momen- 
tous occasions. For this reason we 
pray also at the beginning of that part 
of our Lutheran Liturgy which includes 
the Scripture Lessons and the Sermon: 
the Office of the Word. 

After the Salutation and Response 
of the Office of the Word follows a 
type of prayer called the Collect. There 
are various explanations of the term 
Collect. A plausible one: In the Col- 
lects of the Church we collect and pre- 
sent the needs of the Church Universal 
to God. A Collect is, therefore, a 
unique type of prayer for the entire 
Christian Church. It is not offered for 
one individual, one congregation, one 
district, one synod, or one denomina- 
tion only. It is for all members of the 
holy Christian Church in all parts of 
the world. 

To indicate that Collects are prayers 
of and for the Church and not merely 
the prayers of an individual, pastors 
read or chant them from the official 
service books of the Church. The con- 
gregation’s “Amen” after the Collect 
represents the entire Christian Church. 


Timeless 


Our best Collects are timeless. Their 
history often goes back to the early 
centuries of the Christian Church. 
Nevertheless the Collects are as perti- 
nent to our day as they were to the 
day in which they were written. Basi- 
cally the needs of the Church are al- 
ways the same. 

It is sometimes said that the old Col- 
lects of the Church are crude. The 
crudity often lies in the translation. 
The Church should always be at work 
preparing new and better translations 
of her classic Collects. The golden age 
for the writing of Collects was from the 
second to the seventh century. 


Other Characteristics 


Our very best Collects are short and 
to the point. Many have only one peti- 
tion; others include several. In order 
not to confuse worshipers, the Church 
prefers to use more Collects with but 
one petition in each. 

Most of the Collects are addressed 
to the Father, though some are ad- 
dressed to Christ and a few to the Holy 
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Ghost. At times they are addressed | 
to the entire Trinity. The endings of | 
all Collects are Trinitarian. This helps | 
to distinguish the Collect from other: 
types of prayers and also relates the: 
Collect to the Doxology. When three : 
or more Collects are offered in succes- | 
sion, either the first and last of these, , 
or the last one alone, should have the | 
full Trinitarian ending. 

In his book The Lutheran Liturgy 
(p. 264), Dr. Luther D. Reed says the | 
following regarding the Collects of the 
Christian Church: “With an unbroken 
use of nearly fifteen centuries by multi- 
tudes of believers in all lands, the Col- 
lects constitute a very important part 
of the liturgical inheritance of the 
Church. Their humility of spirit 
is more than balanced by certainty of 
faith, and their brevity of form by 
breadth of thought. ... They also span 
the full breadth of human need. They 
are pervaded by the spirit of the Gospel 
and by a constant feeling for the com- 
munion of saints. We prize them for 
their antiquity, universality, excellence, 
and beauty.” 


The Form of the Collect 


Collects have a fixed form, which 
consists of five parts: 1. the address; 
2. the reason for the petition; 3. the 
petition; 4. the purpose or benefit de- 
sired; 5. the Trinitarian ending. When 
either the reason or the purpose, or 
both, are omitted, we have what is 
called a “thin” Collect. The Collect 
for the season of Advent (The Lu- 
theran Hymnal, p.55)_ illustrates a 
typical complete Collect: : 
Address: Most merciful God, 


Reason: who hast given Thine eternal 
Word to be made incarnate of the 
pure Virgin, 

Petition: grant unto Thy people grace 
to put away fleshly lusts 

Purpose: that so they may be ready for 
Thy visitation; 

Trinitarian Ending: through the same 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, world without 
end, 

Congregation: Amen. 


WALTER E. BuszIn 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What’ the 


@ Prayer without Christ’s name — Christian? 


@ Apostolic greeting — Trinitarian? 


@ My witnessing —to what extent? 


@ Every sin — forgiven? 


2 Question: We are taught that 
é our prayers should be di- 

rected to God _ through 
Christ. Can we say that all prayers 
which do not have Christ’s name in 
them are not Christian? 


Answer: No. The Lord’s prayer, 
though given by Jesus Himself, does 
not contain His name. The important 
thing is that we pray for Jesus’ sake, 
asking God to grant our requests, not 
because of any worthiness in us, but 
because Jesus atoned for our sins, com- 
manded us to pray, and promised that 
God will hear and answer all proper 
prayers in His time and way. 

To include the name of Jesus in our 
prayers is the best practice, but the es- 
sential thing is that we pray in faith in 
Him as our Redeemer and that we ex- 
pect an answer from God only on the 
basis of Christ’s merits. Also our chil- 
dren should be taught this vital truth 
regarding prayers which do not contain 
the name of Jesus. (Heb. 11:6) 
Ee Ghost not mentioned in the 

= apostolic greeting of Paul: 
“Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ’? 


Answer: The simplest answer is: We 
do not know. Yet the possibility re- 
mains that the Holy Spirit is included. 
Some Bible commentators refer the 
term Father to the First Person of the 
Godhead only, who in eternity begot 
the Son, in and through whom His 
undeserved forgiving grace is offered 
to the world and bestowed on all be- 
lievers. This meaning is found fre- 
quently. But other commentators refer 
it to the Triune God as such, who is 
the Source, Originator, Ruler, and Pre- 
server of the universe and of mankind. 
(Mal. 2:10; Matt. 6:9; Luke 11:2) 


Question: Why is the Holy 
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Who can decide which meaning Saint 
Paul had in mind when he penned this 
greeting? Both views are Scriptural and 
do not in the least alter the meaning. 

Certainly this text cannot be used 
against the doctrine of the Holy Trin- 
ity, since the apostle does not only 
mention the Holy Spirit frequently (1 
Cor. 2:13; 3:16; 12:3), but also names 
all three Persons in 2 Cor. 13:14. 


D4 


Question: I am _ worried 
about Christ’s words: “Ye 
shall be My witnesses.” To 
what extent must I do this? Should 
I go from house to house and tell 
everyone the Gospel? What are the 
limits? 


Answer: Oh, that many more Chris- 
tilans experienced such earnest concern 
about their obligation toward perishing 
sinners! Only too many church mem- 
bers look upon witnessing as an unwel- 
come burden. 

If your daily occupation permits, you 
can testify of the one thing needful to 
your fellow workers. You can also go 
from house to house, seek out the non- 
believing and the unchurched, and tell 
them of Jesus’ love. You can be alert 
to newcomers in your neighborhood 
and persuade other Christians to join 
you in this endeavor and thus widen 
your field of operation. And to those 
who live beyond the reach of your voice 
you can witness by supporting with 
prayers and offerings your church’s 
home and foreign mission program. 

Because of their calling and other 
considerations, not all Christians are 
able to devote the same amount of 
time and effort to witnessing, but all 
can make Christ’s words their motto: 
“IT must work the works of Him that 
sent Me while it is day; the night 
cometh when no man can _ work.” 
(John 9:4) 
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Question: Many years ago 
I destroyed my unborn child 
because I failed to trust God. 


I have confessed this crime to God, 
but have not had the courage to go 
to my pastor with it. Can I be for- 
given, and will the child be lost be- 
cause I denied it birth and Baptism? 


Answer: Every sin can be forgiven 
(Is. 1:18; Rom. 5:20; 1 John 1:7). The 
only sin that will not be forgiven is 
the sin of not believing the Gospel 
of God’s forgiveness. If you are truly 
sorry for the evil you have done and 
confidently trust that God’s grace will 
also cover that grievous sin, it is for- 
given. 

Yet you would have done well to 
go to your pastor and to confide in 


‘him. In the name of the Lord he could 


have absolved you upon your confes- 
sion. That assurance, given in the 
Lord’s name, could well have started 
your “festering conscience” on its way 
to healing. It means so much to the 
penitent soul to have God’s gracious 
absolution spoken, as when the prophet 
Nathan absolved David (2 Sam. 12: 
13). But forgiveness does not depend 
on a spoken absolution. The essential 
thing is that you penitently trust God’s 
all-embracing promise of pardon. 

As for the child, the Bible has no 
direct answer, but as previously pointed 
out in this column, we have reason to 
hope that God has a way to sanctify 
the unbaptized children of Christian 
parents. He doubtless did this for all 
children up to Abraham’s time and for 
infant girls of believers during the re- 
mainder of the Old Covenant. 

How the Lord sanctifies the unbap- 
tized infants of Christian believers is 
something that He has not revealed 
to us. But this experience should 
prompt you all the more to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present 
world. (Titus 2:11,12) O.E. SoHN 
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Typical Walther League group prepares a seals mailing 


T Rig, 
oF Se, 


3 Billion 
Seals Printed 
Since 1910 


CHRISTMAS 
i9ss 

With the completion of the 1958 run 
of more than 100 million Wheat Ridge 
Christmas seals, the total number 
printed since the first seal appeared in 
1910 exceeds three billion. 

The 1958 seal was designed by René 
Scharli of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Lombard, Ill., under the direction of 
Norman Ulrich of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, La Grange, Ill., head of the 
Norm Ulrich Advertising Art Studios. 

For nearly 50 years contributions to 
the Wheat Ridge cause through these 
seals have brought both physical and 
spiritual healing to thousands of tuber- 
culosis patients. At Wheat Ridge, Colo., 
where Lutherans are admitted to a top- 
rated, modern sanatorium as nonpaying 
patients, the battle against tuberculosis 
has been successfully waged for 53 
years. 

Since 1955, funds realized from 
Christmas seals gifts have also been 
designated for Synod’s medical mission 
program in Asia and Africa. In co- 
operation with mission boards of the 
Synodical Conference and the Lutheran 
Medical Mission Association, Wheat 
Ridge has provided facilities, equip- 
ment, drugs, and funds for patient care 
in the ceaseless battle against tuber- 
culosis. Though great strides have been 
made in the conquest of tuberculosis, 
the fact remains that in India, China, 
Japan, and Africa literally hundreds of 
thousands of people are annually struck 
down by the disease. 

The Wheat Ridge Foundation, which 
also trains workers in every area of 
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Christian social work, has developed 
a recruitment program. To young peo- 
ple who desire to enter this field the 
Foundation grants scholarships. 

During October and the early weeks 
of November some 4,300 Walther 
League societies will be distributing 
these seals throughout their congrega- 
tions. This is another way in which the 
youth of the church receives training in 
Christian service. As they work with 
the 41 Walther League district seals 
managers, our young people will not 
only spread the mission of mercy, but 
they will also learn the joy of helping 
others in Christ’s name. ya Ne he 


LWML President Addresses 


Zone Rally in Hawaii 


More than 70 women, representing 
all the congregations of Hawaii, heard 
Mrs. Arthur B. Preisinger, president of 
the international LWML, when she 
spoke at a mission rally in Trinity 
Church, Wahiawa, August 24. 

Mrs. E. W. Kirch of Trinity heads 


the Hawaii Zone of the LWML, which _ 
sponsored the rally. Rev. David A. 
Preisinger, pastor of Good Shepherd 
Church, Honolulu, serves as pastoral 
adviser. 

Mrs. Preisinger and her husband, 
Rev. Arthur B. Preisinger, pastor of 
Faith Lutheran Church, Lake Forest, 
Ill., spent the month of August with 
their son David and his family. 


5,841 Attend District Conventions 


A composite report of 12 LWML 
district biennial conventions held this 
summer shows a total attendance of 
5,841. Approximately $145,000 was 
voted for mite-box projects for the 
1958—1960 biennium. 

The Central District memorialized 
the late Rev. Fred Wambsganss in rec- 
ognition of his service to the LWML. 
Pastor Wambsganss served for 25 years 
as chairman of the Central District Mis- 
sion Board. He was instrumental in 
organizing the Missionary Endeavor, 
from which the LWML later developed. 
As a tribute to his memory leaguers of 
the district resolved to increase their 
mite-box contributions. 

Presidents elected at the biennial 
conventions of the 12 districts were: 
Atlantic — Mrs. Lucie Hahn, Elmhurst, 
N. Y.; Central — Miss Olga Kaiser, In- 
dianapolis, Ind.; Colorado — Mrs. Os- 
car Fischer, Denver, Colo.; English — 
Mrs. Dan _ Ludwig, Berwyn, IIL; 
Louisiana — Mrs. Frank Kothe, Shreve- 
port, La.; Minnesota—Miss_ Della 
Wolf, Glencoe, Minn.; Montana — 
Mrs. Leo Konopatzke, Havre, Mont.; 
North Nebraska— Mrs. Henry Tu- 
chenhagen, Scribner, Nebr.; Southern 
California — Mrs. W. Rosenbrock, On- 
tario, Calif.; Texas — Mrs. -E Ae 
Kramer, San Antonio, Tex.; Utah-Idaho 
— Mrs. H. Zafft, Murray, Utah; West- ~ 
ern — Mrs. Paul Walkenhorst, Inde- 
pendence, Mo. M. W. 


Rev. David A. Preisinger welcomes his parents to Hawaii 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 


policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. 


Opinions expressed in 


Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 


be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


More Effective Mission Outreach 


The serious deficit which looms in the 
synodical treasury this year is of grave 
concern to all the brethren, both lay 
and clerical, within our Synod. Prayers 
must be going up daily for help and 
guidance in this situation, and I imagine 
many thousands of people are working 
hard at plans to meet the crisis. 


While congregational leaders and 
people bestir themselves to do better 
than they have done, the leaders of our 
Synod certainly wili want to come for- 
ward with bold and imaginative pro- 
grams to make our mission outreach 
more effective than ever. Permit me to 
make a few suggestions along these 
lines. Perhaps there are practical rea- 
sons why these suggestions cannot be 
carried out, but they may stimulate one 
or the other to come up with a proposal 
that will benefit our Synod. 


1. Eliminate synodical support of the 
TV program “This Is the Life.” The 
program is excellent, but its message is 
basic enough to enjoy the support of 
more denominations than our own. We 
could turn the program over to the 
National Lutheran Council or even to 
the National Association of Evangel- 
- icals, retain a say-so in the running of 
- the program, and contribute proportion- 
ally to its support. The saving here 
would amount to almost three quarters 
of a million dollars — one half of the 
anticipated’ deficit. The witness of our 
church would not be impaired. 


2. Redouble efforts to locate our 
home mission congregations, except in 
certain instances, in the most strategic 
areas possible. 


3. Establish a full working comity 
_ arrangement with all Lutheran synods 
in home and foreign missions, so that 
not one cent be spent in duplicated 
effort. In some areas this is already 
being done. My suggestion would be to 
broaden this policy to include travel 
and equipment as well as territory. We 
might as well face the fact that we 
cannot evangelize the world alone. If 
we can save money by using the facil- 
ities of other synods and they by using 
ours, we ought to work out some agree- 
ments along this line. 


4. Make better use of missionaries 
on furlough as living witnesses to the 
work, and bring over brethren, espe- 
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cially laymen and women, from the 
younger churches to share their expe- 
riences with our people. Synod could 
develop “‘caravaners” similar to those 
of the Walther League — teams of men 
and women to arrange large-scale mis- 
sion rallies in every District. We need 
something to replace the old mission 
festival. Maybe this would be it. Ni- 
gerian laymen, Indian church leaders, 
New Guinea missionaries, inner city 
churchmen — these would make a 
thrilling sight. The rally would pay for 
itself and leave an enthusiasm behind 
worth more than all our printed ma- 
terial. Pastors would work harder than 
ever to “get the people out” for some- 
thing they know would be really in- 
spiring. 


5. Analyze giving more realistically. 
The larger the group gets, the faster the 
per-capita contributions seem to fall. 
I am sure our Stewardship Department 
scrutinizes statistics carefully. In esti- 
mating income, does it figure the total 
number of new members as contribut- 
ing the established fair share year after 
year? Or does the department discount 
at a certain rate the contributions of 
the newer members as we grow in size? 
This may be all very unspiritual and 
sad, but it is hard to deny. I find it 
difficult to blame pastors and people 
categorically in this regard. It is hard 
to develop personal responses in larger 
churches, and it is hard suddenly to 
inspire the most recent acquisitions to 
their full responsibility in giving for 
missions. We must constantly address 
ourselves to this assignment, but let us 
realize what obstacles we face. 


We have in our Synod many re- 
sources for mission work which are just 
beginning to show their power. The 
Lutheran Hour is acknowledged as one 
of our most effective tools in overseas 
mission work. We have laymen and 
women who, working from the base of 
established churches, can win many 
souls if we give them a chance. 


A full discussion of all these points 
would cover far too many pages. These 
suggestions are offered in the hope that 
from the discussion which they pro- 
duce — pro or con — other plans or 
suggestions may come forth and help 
us get the job done. All of us together 
must do the work while there is time. 


Yonkers, N. Y. RICHARD KOENIG 
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Regimentation 
Keeps Worship on High Plane 


Having the worshipers ushered out 
of church “decently and in order” does 
not necessarily imply regimentation. 
Striving for reverence, good order, and 
good manners in the house of the Lord 
will never be a deterrent to Christian 
fellowship. On the contrary, these ef- 
forts help keep the really important 
fellowship of Christian worship on the 
high plane that is pleasing to God and 
beneficial to the soul. 

What grander fellowship do Chris- 
tians have than that of praying and 
singing together, confessing the same 
faith, and hearing and receiving the 
Word and the Sacraments as members 
of the body of Christ? 

Springfield, Ill. Reea Bs 


“Irritating” and “Unfriendly” 


I was delighted to read that at least 
one other person feels as I do about the 
irritating, unfriendly, and, as far as 
I can see, wholly unnecessary custom in 
some churches in marching out the 
congregation at the end of the service. 

ANDREW H. THALHEIM, Jr., M. D. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


Against Our Nature 


I have visited many Lutheran 
churches in Germany. Never have 
I found this ushering-out business there. 
If it were such a wonderful idea, some- 
one certainly would have introduced it 
there long ago — the Germans are sup- 
posed to be “regimentation” fans. Why 
should we Americans, famed all over 
Europe for our friendliness and open 
heart, stick to such a new custom which 
goes against our nature? 

SIEGLINDE TEACHOUT 

Hudsonville, Mich. 


Verboten 


“Regimentation” — why not call it 
Verboten? That’s the modern church: 
Shut up! Walk up! Sit up! Pay up! 
Get up! Out you go! 

Well, what do you expect? Fast cars. 
No parking. No church bells. No 
children; too much noise. No old peo- 
ple; can’t hear or see well. No time to 
speak to the pastor. Only those who, 
like cattle, can be driven up a chute 
into a truck are welcome. Please don’t 
blame the church. 

Remember the old-fashioned church 
where the farmers built sheds to pro- 
tect the horses, where people bade one 
another “Good morning” or “How’s 
everybody?” Before the service started 
or after it was finished, we had a little 
time to talk to the pastor. 

And if the old people asked you 
something out loud, didn’t it remind 
you of your dad and mother who were 
hard of hearing? 

That’s when the people loved God 
and loved their neighbor, too. 

RICHARD SPLINTER 

Union Grove, Wis. 
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What About the Reformation? 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“With these and many other griev- 
ances simmering beneath the surface, 
the Christendom of 1500 was united 
only in appearance. The call for reform 
‘in head and members’ was growing 
louder, and yet the pilots seemed to 
slumber on. But at last, at the be- 
ginning of the sixteenth century came 
a series of explosions professedly aimed 
at reform but which actually produced 
revolution.” 

“A Slumbering Christendom,” p. 10 in The 
“Reformation,” Was It Reform — or Revolt? 
No. 39, K. of C. Religious Information Bureau, 
St. Louis. 

“Luther, then, failed to win Germany 
or Europe for his doctrines, and the 


[Roman] Catholic Church was unable 


It is difficult to understand how 
Roman Catholic historians can state 
that the unity of the church was 
“only in appearance” before Luther’s 
protest, and that they should then 
assert that Luther shattered the unity 
of the church. How can unity that 
did not exist be shattered? 


It makes little difference whether 
the movement launched by Luther is 
called the Reformation or the Protes- 
tant Revolution. Movements in 
history are given labels so that they 
can be identified. The term “Refor- 
mation” has the sanction of four 
centuries’ usage. 


Competent Roman Catholic his- 
torians today acknowledge the ex- 
istence of abuses within the Roman 
Church when Luther posted his 
Ninety-five Theses. They recognize 
the need for reform. They even ad- 
mit that the Roman pope and the 
Roman curia were doing little to 
bring about the reforms for which 
Western Europe had clamored for a 
century and a half. 


It is an oversimplification of his- 
tory, however, to blame Luther’s 
“overcharged emotionalism” for the 
Reformation. Luther did not know 
what the consequences of his act on 
October 31, 1517, would be. Nor 
did he realize how deep the abuses 
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Comment 


to extinguish the revolt. An emotional 
outburst against correctible abuses had 
ended by shattering Christian unity and 
undermining all moral authority... . 
Overcharged emotionalism had _ pro- 
duced, not reformation, but revolution.” 
Luther’s Protest,” 


“Overcharged | Emotion: 


No. 39, pp. 16 

“Luther has been accused of being a 
genius in disorder. Calvin’s genius was 
perhaps equal to Luther’s, but it can 
never be charged with untidiness. .. . 
If Luther’s honest indignation led him 
to lose his head, Calvin’s icy logic seems 
to have made him forget that man has 
a heart. And mankind has ever need 
of both head and heart.” 


“Frozen Logic: Calvin’s Dictatorship,” No. 39, 
p. 30 


were or how greatly various teach- 
ings of the Roman Church were in 
need of correction. 

When he made the Bible his sole 
rule of faith, he was not introducing 
“a novel form of Christianity.” For 
the interpretation of Scripture he did 
not rely on his emotions, his feelings, 
or an inner light. He relied on the 
Scriptures to interpret themselves. 

Nor did he distort the meaning of 
St. Paul’s words in Romans by add- 
ing the word “alone” to “faith.” He 
brought out clearly the emphasis of 
the apostle’s words that we are saved 
not by works but by faith, by faith 
alone. 

Luther’s concern with the grace of 
God, too, as the cause of all spiritual 
good that comes to mankind, had to 
be made in the face of Roman Cath- 
olic emphasis on the efficacy of good 
works, 

Luther used his head and his heart. 
His trust in God and his understand- 
ing of the Scriptures made him the 
instrument of God to bring about a 
reformation. It was also a revolt, a 
revolt against the abuses and false 
doctrines of Romanism. Thank God 
for Luther’s revolt! Thank God for 
Luther’s Reformation! 


Cart S. MEYER 
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HoME FRONT 


(Continued from page 14) 


of the Sapporo Youth Center, Hok- 
kaido, Japan, reported parishioners at-. 
tending the University of Illinois and 
Iowa State College, he entrusted them | 
to local campus pastors for spiritual | 
guidance. Foreign students returning to | 
their native lands with a deepened un-. 
derstanding of Christian churchman- | 
ship will benefit our mission fields in | 
far-reaching measure. 


Choju Tomayase expressed his ap-: 
preciation to the church in this letter: 

“Dear Sir: I arrived in this campus on> 
September 13 in safety. I appreciate very 
much your kindness of introducing me to | 
Rev. Carl A. Streufert of Raleigh, N.C. 
He has helped me so far in various ways. 
Now I am very happy to keep friends 
with him who leads me to the faith. 
I determined to devote myself to the faith 
as long as I stay here. Sincerely yours, 
Choju Tomayase.” 


Members of Faith Lutheran Church, 
Kirksville, Mo., will long remember 
the poignant letter of Kazuo Nohara, 
who replied in this struggling, but sin- 
cere way when he was given a Bible 
by a Lutheran family: 

“Dear Mr. and Mrs. Riley Watts and 
Larry: This will be my hearty thanks- 
giving to all of you at home. However, 
due to difficulty of the language I cannot 
express myself enough what I wish to. 
All what I want is that I appreciate your 
kindness. 

_“Lever did not dream that I was in the 
gift of you, for I am humble and so weak 
and good for nothing. And I feel that 
I am sinful, but you have saved me by 
presenting the Book through which only 
I can listen to the words of the Lord. 
I believe the Book you sent me was and 
is and shall be the most precious and 
biggest gift in my life. 

“The grace of your Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you and may He bless on your 


family of the happiness. Cordially yours, 
Kazuo Nohara.” 


Addison Class of 1908 
Celebrates Jubilee 


The 50th anniversary of the Addison 
Teachers Seminary class of 1908 was 
observed August 5 and 6, with a re- 
union in Detroit. Of the original class 
of 40 members, 22 are still living; 
13 attended the reunion, held at the 
Lutheran School for the Deaf, where 
their 1908 fellow classman Dr. John 
A. Klein is executive director. 

Two other men besides Dr. Klein 
are still in the service of the church: 
Dr. August C. Stellhorn, St. Louis, 
Synod’s Secretary of Schools, and his 
brother-in-law, B. H. Schumacher, Mil- 
waukee, Superintendent of Schools for 
the South Wisconsin District. 

In addition to these three jubilarians 
who are celebrating the golden jubilee 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


50th Anniversary of Addison Teachers College Class of 1908 


First row, l.-r.: 
J. A. Klein, Detroit. Second row: 
ee cteort, Detroit; J. L. Koch, Peoria, IIl.; 


of service are four teachers who re- 
tired in June: Valentin C. Blatz, Hugo 
F. Burger, Fred L. Weber, and Ernest 
H. Yunghans. 


Dr. Stellhorn Honored 


Members of Synod’s Board for 
Parish Education and its staff on Sep- 
tember 14 joined members of Hope 
Church, St. Louis, in a service of 
thanksgiving to God for Dr. Stellhorn’s 
50-year ministry as educator and ad- 
ministrator. 

An excerpt from a letter, bound in 
a book containing congratulatory mes- 
sages from friends throughout the 
world and presented to the jubilarian by 
Dr. William A. Kramer, Associate 
Secretary of Schools, summarizes Dr. 
Stellhorn’s service to the church: 

“Your work in the Central District 
as its first Superintendent of Schools, 
and your work as Synod’s first Secre- 
tary of Schools involved much pioneer- 
ing and required patience, perseverance, 
and courage of a high degree. We are 
praising our gracious Lord when we 
say you have displayed these abilities 
that are the distinguishing mark of a 
great churchman.” — W. C. Birkner, 
Secretary, Synod’s Board of Directors. 
_ After teaching in schools at Red 
Bud, Ill., and Indianapolis, Ind., Dr. 
Stellhorn became the Central District’s 
Superintendent of Schools in 1918 and 
‘synodical Secretary of Schools in 1921. 

Author of numerous readers, man- 
uals, Bible histories, tracts, and articles, 
he is writing a history of Lutheran 
elementary schools. 

Speaker for the anniversary was 
Rev. Justus P. Kretzmann, chairman 
of Synod’s Board for Parish Education. 

One of Dr. Stellhorn’s sons, Adal- 
bert, was organist. Another son, Mar- 
tin, was the choirmaster. 


OCTOBER 7, 1958 


Jae Rodammer, Flint, Mich 
C. Appold, Detroit; AMES Zimmer, ‘St. Petersburg, Fla.; ene 


H. A. Mertz, Fort Wayne; B. H. Schumacher, Milwaukee; A. C. Stellhorn, St. Louis; 
B. M. Krueger, Parma, Ohio; else 


Weber, Racine, Wis.; GE: 
TK Burger, Detroit; 
M. F. Buescher, Fort Wayne. 


Charges Senator Used 
Church in Politics 


Sen. J. Glenn Beall (R.—Md.), 
Protestant, agreed to drop from his re- 
election campaign material a television 
filmstrip showing him receiving an 
honorary degree from Mount St. Mary’s 
College, Emmitsburg, Md. 

Baltimore’s Democratic Mayor 
Thomas D’Alesandro, a Catholic, 
charged that the filmstrip was an “at- 
tempt to use the church in politics.” 

A public-relations firm prepared 
campaign advertising without his 
knowledge or consent, Mr. Beall said. 

The film showed the senator receiv- 
ing the degree at the Catholic institution 
and carried the words of the college 
president extolling the senator’s record. 


JEAN LOUIE, THE FIRST CHI 
GIRL to enter deaconess training at 
Valparaiso University, receives good 
wishes and Godspeed from Rey. Louis 
T. Buchheimer, one of her pastors at 
True Light Lutheran Church, and Mis- 
sionary Martha E. Hoffmann of the 
Chinese-American congregation in New 
York City. 
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Deaths 


WILLIAM H. BeEwie, Sept. 28, 1876, 
Cleveland, Ohio, to July 29, 1958, Austin, 
Tex.; son of William and Dorothea Nie- 
dert Bewie; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1900; D. D., 1958; pastor: Copperas Cove, 
Tex.; Clifton, Tex., 1912—21; District 
Field Secretary for Missions, 1921—46; 
Vice-President, Texas District; editor, 
Texas Messenger. Survivors: Clara Rump 
Bewie; daughters Dorothy and Clara. 
Funeral: July 30, Austin. 


CarL E. FREDRICKSEN, July 2, 1890, 
Stadum-Leck, North Schleswig, Germany, 
to Aug. 8, 1958, Sioux City, Iowa; son 
of Hans and Emilie Von Eitzen Fred- 
ricksen; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1913; parishes: Armour, S. Dak.; Cham- 
berlain, S. Dak.; Beulah, N.Dak.; Poole, 
Nebr.; McCook, Nebr.; Carroll, Nebr.; 
St. John, MHoisington, Kans.; Emmaus, 
Hoisington; Woodward, Okla. Survivors: 
Wilma Martin Fredricksen; sons Carl and 
Willis; daughters Vera Chylik, Irma Peter- 
son, and Valetta Yanscheak. Funeral: 
Aug. 12, Sioux City; interment, Memorial 
Park. 


Epwarp H. H. Gabe, Aug. 31, 1883, 
Loganville, Wis., to June 4, 1958, Dundee, 
Ill.; son of H. R. and Anna Rueckens- 
meyer Gade; graduated St.Louis semi- 
nary, 1910; parishes: Chinook, Mont.; 
Nokomis, Ill.; Gaylord, Minn.; Dundee, 
Ill., 1930—56, when he retired. Vice- 
President, Northern Illinois District; Sec- 
retary of the Board for Missions in South 
America. Survivors: Paula Mueller Gade; 
sons Rev. Edward, Jr., Paul, and Eugene; 
daughters Dorcas Lams, Roberta Waters, 
Naomi Hanson, and Gertrude. Funeral: 
June 7; Dundee. 


Cart F. Litre, Nov. 5, 1878, Hohn- 
horst, Germany, to July 4, 1958, Des 
Moines, Iowa; son of Carl and Marie 
Klinze Lilie; graduated Springfield semi- 
nary, 1901; parishes: Magnetawan, Ont., 
Can.; Desboro, Ont.; Coon Rapids, Iowa; 
Persia, Neola, and Honey Creek, Iowa; 
Van Meter, Iowa, 1921—46, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Marie Fricke Lilie; sons 
Carl and Rev. Marvin; daughters Alma 
Erickson, Anita Vox, and Clara. Funeral: 
July 6, Van Meter; interment, Van Meter 
Cemetery. 


HERBERT O. H. MICHEL, Aug. 8, 1889, 
Pensacola, Fla., to July 2, 1958, Santa 
Ana, Calif.; son of Rev. Arthur and 
Sophia Bohrmann Michel; graduated Saint 
Louis seminary, 1911; parishes: Santa 
Ana, Calif.; Covina, Pomona, Chino, On- 
tario, and Uplands, Calif., 1914—34, 
when he retired because of ill health. 
Survivors: Bertha Ellerman Michel; sons 
Herbert, Leonard, Richard; daughter Dor- 
othy Buehler. Funeral: Santa Ana; inter- 
ment, St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery, 
Orange, Calif. 


WILLIAM J. Rubow, Sept. 11, 1879, 
Buffalo, N. Y., to July 30, 1958, Elmhurst, 
Ill.; son of Charles and Carolyn Rudow; 
graduated Addison teachers college, 1900; 
schools: Cleveland, Ohio; St. Joseph, 
Mich.; Summit, [ll.; Owosso, Mich.; State 
Penitentiary School, Pontiac, Ill; Chicago, 
lll. Survivors: Margaret Bluck Rudow; 
three sons, three daughters. Funeral: 
Aug. 2, Elmhurst; interment, Elm Lawn 
Cemetery. 


21 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained; | CANDIDATES 


Beckmann, William C., Grace, Queens Village, 
N. Y., by Louis S. Wagner, Aug. 18. 

Glade, Eugene, St. Peter, Ocheyedan, Iowa, 
by W. A. Marth, Aug. 24. 


Ordained and Installed: 

Boysen, Albert M., Grace, Paris; St. John, 
Clarksville; and Our Savior, Sulphur 
Springs, Tex., by Oliver R. Harms, Aug. 31. 

Doring, Arthur, as missionary in Stanhope, 

J., at St. Peter, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Rob- 
ert J. Riedel, July 13. 

Feller, Robert, St. John, Tyndall, and Our 
Savior, Springfield, S. Dak., by Wm. H. 
Wendling, Aug. 17. 

Heckmann, Eugene E., as missionary in 
Orange, Tex., at Trinity, Port Arthur, Tex., 
by E. A. Heckmann, Aug. 17. 

Hullinger, Robert, First, Auburn, Calif., by 
E. H. Holsten, Aug. 3. 

Klees, Theodore, St. John, Agar, and Holy 
Cross, Onida, S. Dak., by Glenn Reichwald, 


Aug. 17. 

McCollum, William F., Our Redeemer, Pala- 
cios, Tex., by W. H. Ringhardt, July 27. 
Mueller, Ronald E., Bethesda, Marion, and 
Zion, Hurley, S. Dak., by Ernst G. Mueller, 

Aug. 17. 

Oetting, J. Louis, as assoc. pastor, Immanuel, 
Rock Island, Ill., by W. D. Oetting (ord.) 
and Herman F. C. Wetzel, Aug. 31. 


Roth, Delbert, Faith, Brookings, Oreg., by 
Donald Claasen, Aug. 24. 
Schmidt, Jack, Bethlehem, Davenport, and 


St. Mark, Ruskin, Nebr., by E. C. Werner, 


Aug. 24. 

Seltz, Robert C., St. Luke, Ann Arbor, Mich., 
by Paul J. Foust, June 29. 

Senne, Edgar P., St. Paul, Mount Vernon, 
Iowa, by A. B. Senne, Aug. 17. 

Sheehan, Raymond, St. Paul, New Hartford, 
Conn., by Martin C. Duchow, Aug. 24. 


Trinklein, Edgar A., asst. pastor, Trinity, 
Orlando, Fla., by Albert H. Besalski, 
Aug. 24. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Stahlke, Leonard E., as missionary to Guate- 
mala, at St. Paul, Minn., by Pres. Ernst H. 
Stahlke, Aug. 19. 

Wyneken, Gerald E., as missionary to the 
Philippines, at First, South San Francisco, 
Calif., by Martin L. Wyneken, Aug. 24. 


Installed: ee 


Ave-Lallemant, Walter M., Trinity, Ottumwa, 
Iowa, by George A. Krengel, Aug. 24. 

Baumgartner, Erwin J., Trinity, Phillips; 
Christ, Omega; and Zion, Kennan, Wis., by 
W. C. Hagebusch, Aug. 17. 

Baumgartner, Willard, Faith, Reidsville, N. C., 
by Paul T. Dannenfeldt, Aug. 24. 

Bischoff, Lester, St. Paul, Portage, and New- 
port, Wisconsin Dells, Wis., by J. H. Fiess, 
Aug. 17. 

Blemaster, Richard E., St. Paul, New Melle, 
Mo., by Sylvester von Toerne, Aug. 31. 

Faszholz, Oliver W., Zion, Wisner, and Saint 
John, Beemer, Nebr., by H. M. Roth, Aug. 31. 

Fiege, Calvin R., as stewardship counselor of 
the Michigan District, at Kalamazoo, Mich., 
by Pres. W. Harry Krieger, Aug. 20. 

Gehlhar, Philip C., Christ, Parkville, Mo., by 
Paul Ph. Spitz, Aug. 24. 

Goehring, J. George, Faith, Sonoma, Calif., 
by Elmer F. Muhly, Aug. 24. 

Goerss, Herbert W., Redeemer, Sanford, Fla., 
by Pres. F. W. Lorberg, July 27. 

Hafner, Roland L., Beautiful Savior, Mequon, 
Wis., by A. J. Beversdorf, Aug. 10. 

Haupt, Arthur A., St. John, Campbellsport, 
Wis., by E. R. Engelking, Aug. 17. 

Hermetz, Harold, as missionary in New Or- 
leans, at Mount Olive, New Orleans, La., 
by O. H. Reinboth, Aug. 10. 

Kempff, John M., Immanuel, Lockwood, Mo., 
by Owen H. Friedrichsmeyer, Aug. 24. 

Krueger, Clarence, St. Martin, Chilton, Wis., 
by T. H. Hilgendorf, Aug. 24. 

Landeck, Robert, Bethel, Middleburg Heights, 
Ohio, by Ernest A. Eggers, Aug. 24. 

Michalk, Adolph F., Grace, Smithville, Tex., 
by T. H. Graalmann, Aug. 17. 

Riemer, Ora C., St. Paul, Cross Plains, Ind., 
by Paul W. Schwan, Aug. 17. 

Schmidt, Ronald, St. Paul, East St. Louis, IIL, 
by Don Preisinger, Aug. 24. 

Stoeppelwerth, W. W., St. John, Oberlin, 
Kans., by Carl F. Juergensen, Aug. 31. 

Vaudt, Erwin E., St. John, Sumner, Iowa, by 
H. W. Biberdorf, Aug. 24. 

Wesener, Donald D., Berea, Milwaukee, Wis., 
by Valentine Mack, July 20. 
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Commissioned: 

Vojtko, George P., as service pastor to Tachi- 
kawa, Japan, in St. Paul, Lakewood, Ohio, 
by Walter E. Kraemer, Aug. 10. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Bethke, Theodore R., Trinity, Austin, Tex., by 
Martin Ramming, Aug. 17. 

Bielefeldt, Cand. Carl W., Trinity, San An- 
gelo, Tex., by Glen C. Kollmeyer, Aug. Le 

Bierbaum, Albert H., Mount Calvary, Ray- 
mondsville, Tex., by W. H. Heintze, Aug. 17. 

Bobzin, Cand. Fred, Highland Park, Los An- 
geles, Calif., by L. W. Faulstick, Aug. 17. 

Boehne, Edmund P., St. John, Denver, Colo., 
by Paul G. Hansen, Aug. 17. 

Boettcher, Louis, Faith, Easton, Pa., by C. L. 
Roth, Aug. 17. 
Bopf, Cand. William H., Bethlehem, Sheboy- 
gan, Wis., by Carl W. Ladewig, Aug. 24. — 
Brandt, Cand. William, Bethlehem, Ferrin, 
Ill., by Stanley Harre, Aug. 24. 

Brown, Cand. Robert E., St. John, Taylor 
Center, Mich., by Albert Firchau, Aug. 24. 

Bussmann, Theodore, St. Paul, Cullman, Ala., 
by Edward Jankens, Aug. 24. 

Christjaener, Eric, Holy Cross, Waterloo, IIl., 
by Bernard Strasen, Aug. 24. 

Dougherty, Cand. Wm. D., Salem, Farrar, Mo., 
by G. O. Kramer, Aug. 24. 

Engelbrecht, Cand. Allen W., Immanuel, Jef- 
ferson City, Mo., by Arno C. Meyer, Aug. 24. 


Everts, Carl, St. John, Paullina, Iowa, by 
Arnold E. Vehling, Aug. 17. 

Fiedler, Ralph W., Emmaus, Denver, Colo., 
by Arnold T. Wangerin, Aug. 24. 

Firnhaber, Stuart F., Christ, Denver, Colo., 


by N. W. Heimsoth, Aug. 17. 

Foster, Cand. Verlyn, Zion, Rapid City, S. Dak., 
by R. H. Marquardt, Aug. 24. 

Geihsler, Cand. A. James, St. John, New Or- 
leans, La., by M. W. Holls, Aug. 24. 

Haertling, Leonard, Immanuel, Murphysboro, 
Ill., by W. T. Janzow, June 22. 

Hagen, Cand. Curtis L., St. Paul, Latimer, 
Iowa, by Arthur F. Lindner, Aug. 24. 

Harman, Ronald V., Trinity, Danville, Ill., by 
Herbert W. Hallerberg, Aug. 31. 

Harms, Elvin R., Our Savior, Sacramento, 
Calif., by E. H. Holsten, Aug. 10. 

Janzow, John, Christ, Costa Mesa, Calif., by 
Lothar V. Tornow, July 13. 

Kaden, Harold R., Town and Country, Sacra- 
mento, Calif., by Theo. W. Polster, Aug. 24. 

Kieschnick, Cand. H. C., St. John, New Or- 
leans, La., by M. W. Holls, Aug. 24. 

Klein, Cand. Robert R., Salem, Affton, Mo., 
by A. F. Wedel, Aug. 31. 

Lange, Cand. Raymond, St. Paul, Harlingen, 
Tex., by H. A. Heckmann, Aug. 10. 

Learman, David L., St. Luke, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Clarence H. Peters, Aug. 24. 

Lehmann, A. F., Holy Cross, Kerrville, Tex., 
by A. B. Wagner, Aug. 17. 

Maas, Cand. Edward, Immanuel, Columbus, 
Nebr., by A. H. Guettler, Aug. 17. 

Mannel, Cand. James L., St. John, Clinton, 
Iowa, by Paul H. Burgdorf, Aug. 24. 

Matthews, Cand. Larry, Trinity, Atchison, 
Kans., by Robert W. Fricke, Aug. 31. 

Mirly, Cand. Leonard, Christ, Jacob, Ill., by 
W. O. Petzoldt, Aug. 24. 

Moede, Cand. Thomas, St. James, Cleveland, 
Ohio, by P. G. Mroch, Aug. 31 

Moll, Cand. Donald, Immanuel, Memphis, 
Tenn., by Everett G. Grese, Aug. 17. 

Muehl, Paul H., St. Peter, Hilbert, Wis., by 
Martin A. Schneider, Aug. 17. 

Naber, Darrell H., Immanuel, Crystal Lake, 
Ill., by Fred E. Duever, Aug. 24. 

Niebergall, Cand. Donald, St. John, Napoleon, 
Ohio, by George Maassel, Aug. 24. 

Peiman, Cand. Donald, Trinity, Amarillo, 
Tex., by Edwin Heyne, Aug. 31. 

Rehmer, Cand. Loren W., St. John, Victor, 
Iowa, by Edmund Weiss, Aug. 10. 
Reimold, John, Immanuel, Memphis, 

by Everett G. Grese, Aug. 17. 

Robinson, James H., Salem, Forest Green, 
Mo., by E. L. Hopmann, Aug. 24. 

Rohloff, Loren, Bethlehem, Bremen, Kans., by 
A. H. Fuhr, Aug. 24. 

Rohmaller, Cand. Duane J., Holy Cross, Col- 
linsville, Ill., by Arvin Twietmeyer, Aug. 17. 

Schultz, Cand. Andrew W., St. Paul, Malcolm, 
Nebr., by Fred Boerger, Aug. 31. 

Schultz, Cand. Lloyd N., St. John, Adrian, 
Mich., by G. P. Dobberfuhl, Aug. 24. 

Smith, Cand. Burge, Holy Cross, Kerrville, 
Tex., by A. B. Wagner, Aug. 17. 

Sprehe, Raymond H., Christ, Peoria, IIL., by 
R. T. Eissfeldt, Aug. 24. 

Steffens, Paul F., as Counselor in Christian 
Education for the S. Nebraska District, by 
Pres. H. F. Krohn, Aug. 12. 

Sterriker, Cand. Arthur, St. Matthew, Pitts- 
_burgh, Pa., by Walter H. Koenig, Aug. 17. 

Tiemann, Theodore, Prince of Peace, Fremont, 
Calif., by N. C. Ellermann, Aug. 24. 

Varner, Cand. Roger, St. John, Columbia, 
S. Dak., by W. E. Keller, Aug. 17. 
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Tenn., 


Walther, Paul G., Christ, St. Joseph, Mic} 
by W. W. Oetting, Aug. 24. 

Wuertz, Cand. Donald G., Bethlehem, Riv 
Grove, Ill., by Arthur F. Schroeder, Aug. 2 

Zemke, Herman J., St. John, Wheaton, Il 
by W. F. Eifrig, Aug. 24. 

Zoch, Cand. Rudy F., Trinity, Brownsvill 
Tex., by Wm. K. Schuster, July 13. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Henry C. Ebeling of Yuba City h 
been appointed Visitor of the North_Saer. 
mento Circuit, California and Nevada Distric 
to succeed Martin Schabacker, Jr., who fe 
constrained to resign his office. — ARTm 


C. Nirz, President, California and Nevac 
District. 
Rev. Frederick W. Behrmann, Jr., | 


Gresham, Oreg., has been appointed Visit 
of the Rose City Circuit, Northwest Distric 
to succeed Rev. Henry L. Lieske, who is no 
serving on the Board of Control of Concord 
College, Portland. — Cart H. BENSENE, Pres 
dent, Northwest District. 


Dean William C. Ackmann, Concordia Co 
lege, Milwaukee, Wis., a graduate of Co 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, and out of offi 
for several decades, has given satisfactos 
evidence of his qualification for the pastor 
ministry and is herewith reinstated into th 
sacred office. —H. W. Baxmann, Presider 
South Wisconsin District. 


Rev. Harold Krenz, Horicon, Wis., has bee 
appointed Visitor of Circuit 20, South Wi 
consin District, to succeed Rev. Gerhard 
Barthel, who accepted a call to another ci 
cuit. — H. W. Baxmann, President, Sout 
Wisconsin District. 


Rev. Walter H. Hartmann of Clinton, Le 
has been appointed Visitor of Circuit 3 (Ea 
Louisiana Area), Southern District, to succee 
Rev. Roswell E. Mennen, who has accepte 
a call into another District. — Epcar Hon 
RIGHAUSEN, President, Southern District. 


Notice 


Pastors who are retired or plan to retil 
and are interested in a part-time ministry 
nursing-home residents in Seattle, conta 
the undersigned. The Seattle Missionary Sx 
ciety will supplement retirement income fe 
this work.— Rev. Emi G. JarcH, 4446 45 
Ave., S. W., Seattle 16, Wash. 


Wanted 


Choir gowns, black. Willing to pay postag 
—Sr. Joun’s LuTHERAN CHURCH, Box 3 
Island Lake, Ill. 


Used organ, electronic or small pipe, pre: 
erably electronic, for Our Redeemer Luthera 
Church, Iowa City, Iowa, a new congregatio 
of Synod. Send information and price 1 
Rev. W. H. Nrermann, 2301 E. Court St., Iow 
City, Iowa. 


Used set of Communion ware for the Li 
theran Church of the Good Shepherd, Trans 
cona, Man., Can. The mission will pay shi 
ping charges. — Rev. L. A. BoerrcHer, 5: 
Yale Ave., W., Transcona, Manitoba, Can. 


Director (female) for St. Luke’s Luthera 
Home for the Aged, Canton, Ohio, 24 resident 
Nurses training desirable. For informatio. 
stating qualifications in first letter, write 
Rev. WattTER B. HEBER, Malvern, Ohio. ! 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Barthel, Gerhard F., 3215 N. 85th St., 
és as 16, Wis. 

artsch, H. Elmer, Apt. 2, 585-40th Ave 

Ville La Salle, Montreal 32, Quebec 
Bertram, Prof. Martin H., 3622 Plaza Dr 

_Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Birner, Charles R., 7818 E. 22d PL., 
¢: Tulsa 15, Okla. t 

oettcher, Loren A., 538 Yale o i 

Transcona, Man., Canada i: P 
Bretscher, Carl W., 26 De Luna Dr., 

Pensacola, Fla. 

Busse, William A., 831 Laporte Ave., _ 
Valparaiso, Ind. 
Elbrecht, Paul G., 
es ey Ill. 

ermann, John E., 42 Stewa 7. 

Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. Ya eee 5 
Fergin, James, 117 Maya Ave., i 
a oe, 6, Ceylon 5 

amber, Hugo A., em., 1691 Io i 

St. Paul 6, Minn. ~e Ae 
Gloe, Virtus, 5500 S. Western, ? 
é Beaters rn ee Okla. 

raebner, Rudolph, em., 2927 N. 
es veer acta 10, Wis. : 

runow, Wm. Otto, Box 864, 
cylascadero, Calif. a ae 

ugel, Herman P., R. 1, Box 84, 

Minden City, Mich. t 


Concordia Seminary, 
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Hessel, Theodore E., 999 Portage Lakes Dr., 
Akron 19, Ohio 
Heyne, Robert G., 7625 Monroe, 
Forest Park, Tl. 
Hoeferkamp, Robert, Apartado Postal 16, 
Zacapa, Guatemala, C.A 
Hoger, Donald, 8 E. Park a. 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 
Homp, Gerald A., Mattoon, Wis. 
Huber, Albert, 2104 S. 49th Sty 
Cicero 50, Ill. 
Jacob, Roy A., 836 S. Colorado, 
Gr eenville, Miss. 
Kellerman, Mervin, 415 E. 13th, 
McMinnville, Oreg. 
Klees, Theo. C., Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Onida, S. Dak 
- Koehler, Robert Te 09) E. Eighth St., 
Bemidji, Minn. 
Korby, Kenneth F., 304 Oak St., 
Valparaiso, Ind. 
Krause, E. George, 7420 N. Second St., 
Loves Park, Ill. 
Loose, George A., 22 Rosemar Dr., R. 3, 
y Ellicott City, Md. 
McRee, Oswald T., 1635 Makefield Rd., 
Yardley, Pa. 
Mennen, Roswell E., 239 N.E. 111th St., 
Miami 38, Fla. 
Michalk, Adolf F., 307 Wilkes St., 
Smithville, Tex. 
Mueller, Ronald A., Marion, S. Dak. 
- Naegele, Warren, Box 361, Dayton, Iowa 
Ostruske, Neal J., 401 Harder Rd., 
Hayward, Calif. 
Bae Chap. A. Frederick, Chaplain (P) 
j 1 AAU, Army Hdgs., Ottawa, Ont., Canada 
Pebler, William K., em., 307 Old Manor Rd., 
Ellinwood, Kans. 
Ranzau, Arthur, R. 4, Marshalltown, Iowa 
Riemer, Ora, R. 1, Cross Plains, Ind. 
Rosenwinkel, Kurt L., em., 10 Oakland Ct., 
Bloomington, Ill. 
-Scharlemann, Herbert K., Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Hoffman, Ill. 
Schnedler, E. W., 4617 Highland Dr., 
Willoughby, Ohio 
Schreiber, Otto T., 4740 N. 136th St., 
z Brookfield, Wis 
Senne, Edgar P., 308 Fifth Ave., N., 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa 
- Stahnke, A. C., 81 Tarman Dr., 
Cloverdale, Calif. 
Stegemoeller, Prof. Harvey, Concordia Sr. 
College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Streufert, Norman M., 45140 Van Dyke Ave., 
Utica, Mich. 
Strickert, Robert H., Box 2517, 
Manatee, Fla. 
Symmank, Charles R., 427 N. 10th St., 
Rochelle, Il. 
Ulrich, Leslie, 211 E. Chimes, 
; Baton Rouge, La. 
Utecht, R. E., Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 
Z Gettysburg, S. Dak 
Werling, Wilbert H., R. 1, Shawano, Wis. 
Witt, Chaplain (Capt.) Melvin ne 
Hq. 7272d Air Gee Wing, APO Bol: 
New York, N. 
Young, William R, 217 Edwards St., 
: Youngstown, Ohio 
Zeeb, Otto T., 6336 Berkley Dr., 
Aurora Gardens, New Orleans 14, La. 
Zschiegner, Max, 6 Kudan, 2 Chome, 
Chiyoda ku, Tokyo, Japan 


Teachers: 


Aufdemberge, Ted, 45 Madison, 
Mt. Clemens, Mich 
- Barlau, Martin W., 603 S. Fifth, 
Norfolk, Nebr. 
Einspahr, JE W., 1206 Seventh, Perry, Okla. 
Ewald, U. R., 1027 E. Broadway, 
3 Centralia, Tl. 
Fischer, Frederick W., R. 4, 
Falls City, Nebr. 
Grauer, Albert W., St. Augustine’s College, 
Raleigh, N. C. : 
Hankel, Donald W., 1812 N. Ritter, 
Indianapolis alte Ind. 
Hermann, Henry H., 1632 W. Vine St., 
Milwaukee 5, Wis. 
Hollar, Melvin W., 76 Queen St., 
Bristol, Conn. 
Juergensen, Traugott L., 310 E. Piankishaw, 
Paola, Kans. 
- Meyer, Louis O., R. 4, Van Wert, Ohio 
Mueller, John ite 6406 Woodbine Ct., 
St. Louis 95 Mo. 
Otto, Richard C., 104 S. Elm, 
Mt. Prospect, Ill. 
Pohl, Merlin S., 5205 N.E. 21st Ave., 
Portland 11, Oreg. 
Rettig, James F., 2619 Fairfield View PIl., 
Fort Wayne, Ind 
Schlieske, Milfred oh 331-C N. East St., 
; Anaheim, Calif. 
Sprehe, Raymond H., 2002 W. Millman St., 
Peoria, Ill. 
Stuckwisch, Harlan, R. 2, Columbus, Ind. 
Twenhafel, G. W., 100 E. 26th St., 
Austin 5, Tex 
Wenzel, Henry F., 1562 Thomas Ave., 
St. Paul, Minn. 
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Letters 


Immediate Action 


You might like to publish this news 
item in the hope that it will be an incen- 
tive to other congregational societies: 

“Zion Women’s Club, Hinsdale, Il., 
when apprised by its pastor, Rey. Paul 
Scheer, of Synod’s deficit in the Mission 
Fund, unanimously voted an immediate 
$200 ‘from its treasury to help reduce the 
deficit. They hope other societies will do 


likewise.” 3 
ZION WOMEN’S CLUB 


Mrs. C. G. DouGLas 
Hinsdale, Il. 


to the Point 


“Dangerous Luxuries” (WITNEsS, July 
29, 1958, p. 16) can very well be directed 
to us and our way of living. I have felt 
for some time that the things mentioned 
in that article are definitely preventing 
our mission budget from reaching out to 
those who have been pleading with us to 
send them a missionary, to help build 
a house of worship, to provide better fa- 
cilities. Much more could also be done 
for missions in our country. 

May God move us to a greater mission 
zeal. The work of our church is the most 
important work our God wants us to do 
while we are still living on this earth. 


Lansing, Ill. Mrs. L. CEDERHOLM 


“Dangerous Luxuries” 


“Reel — Spool” 


I enjoyed reading “A Reel of Celluloid 
and a Spool of Tape” in the September 9, 
1958, issue of the WITNEss. 

God bless Chaplain Gerecke and the 
wonderful work he is doing both outside 
and behind the prison bars at Menard. 


Mrs. ROGER GUETERSLOH 
Chester, Il. 


“Unfortunate” 


The account of the recent convention of 
the Synodical Conference, as contained in 
the August 26 issue of the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS, reports the “unsatisfactory con- 
ditions on the campus of Alabama Lu- 
theran College at Selma,” with the result 
that “the Conference authorized its Board 
of Trustees to negotiate the purchase of 
a new 60-acre site near the old campus.” 
(P. 387) 

This action of the Conference presum- 
ably envisions the perpetuation of the 
present policy of segregation with refer- 
ence to the Negro students who are pre- 
paring for the service of the church. This, 


r 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex: 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


in my judgment, is most unfortunate and 
inopportune. 

The time has certainly come for the 
implementation of a policy of complete 
integration of the races in the training of 
the future pastors and teachers of the 
Synodical Conference, and of its constit- 
uent synods. This is both the American 
and the Christian way. 

It is my sincere hope that the respon- 
sible officials will see in the present situa- 
tion at Selma a goiden opportunity to 
make significant progress toward this ob- 
jective, and that they will lend neither the 
influence nor the resources of the Synod- 
ical Conference to the continuation of the 
policy of segregation. 


Fort Wayne, Ind. THOMAS COATES 


Appreciation 


It was very gratifying to read in the 
August 12 issue of the WITNEss the article 
concerning Dr. Schlueter’s work as Treas- 
urer of Synod. Many perhaps do not 
realize just how much time such a posi- 
tion takes, and it is gratifying to note that 
we have consecrated laymen who are 
willing to give their time over such a long 
period of years. People often think of 
church work as meaning giving of their 
treasure and not also of talent and time. 


Mrs. ERNEST R. MUNSCHE 
Neenah, Wis. 


Approves “Let’s Investigate!” 


We note with joy and thanksgiving the 
many fine comments in “Let’s Investigate!” 
in recent issues of the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
It is extremely unfortunate that these in- 
formative articles were not published long 
before Rome became so bold and in- 
tolerant. 

In this day of apathy and religious in- 
difference, few if any non-Roman Catholic 
publications have the courage to inform 
our people. On the other hand, Rome — 
with nearly a thousand propaganda sheets, 
with virtual control of the movies, tele- 
vision, and radio, and with Catholic Ac- 
tion — pulls no punches in her clever, 
insidious, and all-too-successful effort to 
make America Roman Catholic. 

If our heritage of religious freedom 
means anything at all, we must accept 
Rome’s challenge. Our people have a 
God-given right to be informed. 

Let us pray that “Let’s Investigate!” 
will help us grow in boldness for God and 


counIrY- LAWRENCE E. Dart 
Petersburg, Mich. 


OF THE 574 CHILDREN ENROLLED IN THE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


of Concordia Lutheran Church, San Antonio, Tex., 202 were not members. 


The 


VBS teaching staff of 104 men, women, and teen-agers was directed by Dean 


Dammann, Christian day school principal. 
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Rev. G. A. Merkens is the pastor. 
23 


NOTE THESE DE LUXE FEATURES 


3 handsome volumes. Total of 1,692 
pages. Over-all size of set, 6% by 1014 by 
514. Large, easy-to-read type. Double 
column. Sturdily bound in rich brown 
buckram. Genuine gold stamping on cover 
and backbone. 


Comprehensive general, topical, and Scrip- 
ture indexes. Housed in a beautiful per- 
manent pictorial slipcase dramatizing high- 
lights from Luther’s life. 


TO MAKE IT EASY for every Lutheran household to read “Luther” 
in his own words and be inspired by him, this magnificent three- 
volume anthology is being offered at an attractive pre-publication 
saving of $5.00. 

Here at long last at your finger tips — for the first time in English 
— is a one-source treasure house of spiritual gems from the complete 
writings of Martin Luther. 

Ten years in the making, this handsome anthology brings together 
for the first time anywhere in the English-speaking world more 
than 5,100 choice selections on 200 subjects of practical concern, 
all alphabetically and topically arranged for quick and easy reference. 

Again and again you will turn to the 200-subject index to see “what 
Luther says.” Unfailingly you will come away richer in mind and 
spirit and aglow with new-found insights and inspiration. For to 
read Luther himself is sheer delight and an experience you can enjoy 
over and over again down through the years — with this de luxe 
three-volume set gracing your personal home library. 

WHAT LUTHER SAYS also deserves a prominent place in your 
church and local public library. 


SPECIAL $5 PRE-PUBLICATION SAVING 
Before December -15, 1958.2.) Se eee $20.00 
After. December .15,.1958) 0 ee Se 25.00 
Free Descriptive Brochure on Request 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE — St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Date 


Please reserve my personal set of WHAT LUTHER SAYS, No. 15W1232, at your special 


~~ de 


pre-publication offer of $20.00. I understand by ordering my set now I save $5 and that after 
December 15, 1958, the regular retail price of $25.00 will prevail. Send WHAT LUTHER 
aig immediately after publication January 15, 1959. Please handle my reservation as 
ollows: 
1 +BILL ME upon publication (January 15, 1959) at the special pre-publication 
price of $20.00. 
I ENCLOSE $5.00 as first payment on your Easy Time-Payment Plan. Balance 
to be paid in three monthly installments beginning January 1959. 


I ENCLOSE my check for $20.00. Postage prepaid. 


I am purchasing WHAT LUTHER SAYS as a gift. Please send me your Gift 
Announcement Folder. 


BIE 6} 


Name es 


Address 


City Zone —=_—_ State 


